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THE  DURNING  FAMILY 
A  ROMANTIC  HISTORY 


SO  FAR  AS  WE  KNOW,  OUR  ANCESTORS  WERE  NOT  WRITERS  OF  BOOKS, 

BUT  THEY  WERE  INTERESTED  IN  EDUCATION,  NOT  MANY  WERE  STATESMEN, 

BUT  OVER  SEVERAL  HUNDRED  YEARS  WE  HAVE  WORKED  IN  GOVERNMENT  AND 
SUPPORTED  OUR  NATIONS  AS  MILITARY  MEN.  ALTHOUGH  SOME  HAD  LARGE 
FAMILIES,  WE  HAVE  NOT  BEE[>I  A  PROLIFIC  PEOPLE.  THUS,  UNLIKE  THE 
LIVINGSTONS,  THE  KENNEDYS  AND  THE  SMITHS,  OUR  NAME  HAS  FAILED  TO 
BECOME  A  HOUSEHOLD  WORD,  NEVER-THE-LESS,  OUR  ANCESTORS  HAVE  SUCC¬ 
EEDED  IN  TAKING  THEIR  PLACE  IN  HISTORY  -  AS  ORDINARY,  HARD  WORICING, 
EVERYDAY  PEOPLE  WHO,  BY  AND  LARGE  CONTROLLED  THEIR  EXCESSES  AND 
THE  DESIRE  FOR  FAME.  LOVE  OF  THE  SEA  APPEARS  TO  HAVE  BEEN  THE  EARLY 
INTEREST  OF  OUR  FOREFATHERS,  BUT  OUR  HISTORY  IS  LIBERALLY  SPRINK¬ 
LED  WITH  HONEST  ARTISANS  OF  MANY  TRADES,  AND  SOME  WERE  MEN  OF  THE 
CHURCH,  OTHERS  WERE  EDUCATORS.  THE  FACT  IS,  WE  SPRING  FROM  A  STOCK 
OF  NATION  BUILDERS,  THE  RELIABLE  MAN,  WHO  DID  THE  WORK,  WON  THE  WAR, 
AND  OPENED  THE  WEST.  OUR  ANCIENT  PARENTAGE  DID  IT  ALL  QUIETLY,  OVER 
HUNDREDS  OF  YEARS  THEY  WERE  SELF  CONFIDENT,  SELF  SUFFICIENT  PEOPLE. 

A  RATHER  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  REFERENCES  HAVE  BEEN  UNCOVERED  WHICH  DATE 
FROM  THE  16TH  CENTURY  UP  TO  ABOUT  THE  YEAR  1740.  THEREAFTER  THE 
GREAT  MIGRATION  TO  THE  U.S.  BEGAN.  DURING  THE  MIGRATION  PERIOD, 

FROM  1740  UNTIL  ABOUT  1830,  MANY  DIFFICULTIES  ARISE  IN  ATTEMPTING  TO 
COMPLETE  THE  ANCESTRAL  CHAIN.  SOME  OF  TFiE  NEW  ARRIVALS  IN  THE  U.S. 

AND  CANADA  BROUGHT  ALONG  ACCENTS  WHICH  THE  IMMIGRATION  PEOPLE  SOME¬ 
TIMES  FOUND  IT  DIFFICULT  TO  UNDERSTAND,  THUS  SOME  OF  OUR  AiNCESTORS 
HAD  THEIR  NAMES  SPELLED  INCORRECTLY  ON  IMMIGRATION  f’APERS  AND 
MORE  VARIATIONS  WERE  ADDED  TO  THE  SPELLING  FORMS  ALREADY  IN  EXISTANCE. 
THE  SAME  PROBLEM  APPEARS  TO  HAVE  OCCURRED  WHEN  RECORD  KEEPERS  MADE 
MISTAKES  IN  SPELLING  IN  ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND  AND  IRELAND.  ALL  ANCESTRAL 
SEARCH  HAS  BEEN  CONFINED  TO  THE  DURNING  SPELLING  OF  OUR  NAME,  SINCE 
TO  BRANCH  OUT  INTO  THE  OTHER  FORMS  WOULD  BE  AM  LMPOSSIBLE  TASK.  IT 
MIGHT  BE  WORTH  WHILE  HOWEVER,  TO  CONSIDER  SOME  OF  THE  OTHER  FORMS 
OF  OUR  NAME  IN  ORDER  TO  RECOGNIZE  PRESENT  DAY  FAMILIES  WITH 
DIFFERENT  SPELLING  AS  -  DISTANT  RELATIVES: 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  LIST  OF  ANCESTRAL  NAME  FORMS.  THESE  ARE  NOT 
NECESSARILY  LISTED  IN  ORDER  OF  OCCURRENCE,  NOR  WILL  THEIR  TIME  OF 
APPEARANCE  IN  HISTORY  BE  INDICATED  EXCEPT  AS  SOME  OF  THEM  WILL  BE 
OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  LATER  IN  THE  STORY: 
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DUR  DURN  DURNI  D URN  IN  D URN AN  DURNION  DRONNING  DRONING 


DUNYNG  . DUNNYING  DURN I  AN  0*DUIRNAN  O' DURN IN  O' DURNION 
0*  DURNAN  O' DR  INNING  O' DRINNG  DURNEINGE  DUR INGE  DORNIGE 
DURN INGE  DURNI AN  0 ' DU  I RN I N  O' DURNYNE  O' DORNAIN . 

THE  N  -  IHG  ENDING  OF  THE  FAMILY  NAME  IS  A  STUDY  IN  ITSELF.  IT  IS, 

IN  PART,  A “guide  TO  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  FAMILY. 

UNDOUBTABLY  THE  ORIGINAL  NAME  FORM  WAS  "DUR."  FROM  THIS  ROOT 
DEVELOPED  OTHER  FAMILY  BRANCHES  SUCH  AS  DURR  AND  DURO,  AND  OTHERS. 
ASSUMING  OUR  PRIMEVAL  NAME  FORM  TO  BE  CORRECT,  THIS  WOULD  PLACE  THESE 
EARLY  ANCESTORS  SOME  WHERE  IN  CENTRAL  EUROPE.  HOW  THEY  CAME  BY  THE 
PRIMARY  NAME  FORM  IS-  UNKNOWN  BUT  IT  WAS  PROBABLY  ASSIGNED  BY  SOME 
OVER  LORD, BASED  UPON  SOME  CHARACTERISTIC  OR  TALENT  -  MUCH  AS  THE 
A/TERICAN  INDIANS  NAMED  THEIR  CHILDREN.  I  AM  SORRY  TO  REPORT  THAT  THE 
ANGLO-SAXION  DESCRIPTON  OF  THE  WORD  FORM"DUR"  IS:  SLOW,  PLODDING, 
SLUGGISH  Cl  PREFER  THE  MORE  MODERN  VERSION  -  RELIABLE).  WHEN  THE 
"N"  IS  ADDED,  MAKING  THE  SPELLING  "DURN".  THE  MEANING  CONVEYED  IS: 
"BROWN  IN  COLOR."  ALL  INDICATIONS  ARE  THAT  THE  "N"  WAS  ADDED  LATER 
AS  OUR  FOREFATHERS  MOVED  FURTHER  NORTH.  THUS  WE  HAVE  THE  PICTURE 
OF  A  MAN,  PROBABLY  LIVING  SOME  WHERE  ALONG  THE  SHORES  OF  THE  MED¬ 
ITERRANEAN  SEA  METHODICALLY  DOING  WHATEVER  ROUTINES  ONE  DID  IN 
THOSE  DAYS.  IN  TIME,  HE  MOVED  COR  WAS  FORCED)  NORTHWARD  INTO 
THE  LAND  OF  THE  FAIRER  SKINNED  PEOPLES,  EVENTUALLY  REACHING  THE 
SCANDINAVIAN  COUNTRIES.  HERE  THE  "N"  WAS  ADDED. 

THE  TIME  IS  NOW  AROUND  1200  A.D.  AND  WE  ARE  RAPIDLY  MOVING  INTO  A 
TIME  IN  RECORDED  HISTORY  WHEN  THE  FAMILY  WILL  BEGIN  TO  PLAY  A  PART. 
AROUND  THIS  DATE  THE  VIKINGS  WERE  MAKING  REGULAR  RAIDS  ON  SCOTLAND, 
SOME  TIMES  SUCCESSFUL,  SOME  TIMES  NOT.  IN  THE  YEAR  1265  THE  NOR¬ 
WEGIANS  INVADED  SCOTLAND.  THE  INDICATIONS  ARE  THAT  OUR  RELATIVES 
WERE  A  PART  OF  THIS  INVADING  FORCE.  THEY  ENGAGED  THE  SCOTS  AND 
WERE  DEFEATED  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  LARGS.  VIKING  BURIAL  GROUNDS ' ST  I LL 
REMAIN  NEAR  LARGS  AND  TARBERT  ON  LOCH  LOMOND,  (REPORTED  BY  MR.  T.O. 
BURNING  OF  RENFREWSHIRE,  SCOTLAND).  PART  OF  THE  INVADERS  ESCAPED, 
(INCLUDING,  WE  ASSUME  OUR  ANCESTORS).  SOME  OF  OUR  PEOPLE  RETREATED 
TO  WHAT  IS  NOW  CAMPBELTOWN,  ARGYLLSHIRE,  (FACING  IRELAND),  AND 
OTHERS,  IT  IS  ASSUMED,  MADE  THEIR  WAY  DOWN  INTO  ENGLAND.  AT  ANY 
RATE  THE  FAMILY  MUST  HAVE  PROSPERED  BECAUSE  SOME  TIME  PRIOR  TO, 

OR  ABOUT  THE  TIME,  OF  THEIR  ARRIVAL  IN  SCOTLAND,  THE  "ING"  NAME 
ENDING  WAS  ADDED.  THE  ENGLISH  EXPLAIN  THAT  "ING"  MEANS  THE  "SON  OF." 


CONTEMPORARY  HISTORIES  OF  THE  COUNTRIES  INVOLVED  MAY  NOW  BE 
CONSULTED  FOR  CONDITIONS  SURROUNDING  OUR  ANCESTORS  AT  THIS  TIME. 
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IRELAND,  SOME -PARTS  OF  IT  AT  LEAST,  IS  WITHIN  SAILING  DISTANCE 
OF  CAMPBELTOWN.  THE  V/AYS  OF  THE  IRISH  FOLK  \/AS  A  STRONG  ATTRACTION 
FOR  OUR 'ANCESTORS  AND  IN  TIME,  MANY  OF  THEM  MADE  IRELAND  THEIR 
HOME.  IN  MOVING  TO  THIS  NEW  COUNTRY  OUR  NAME  UNDER  GOES  ANOTHER 
CHANGE,  IT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  SPOKEN  IN  A  SIMILAR  MANNER  BUT  IT  TOOK 
ON  THE  TYPICAL  IRISH  FORM..  AN  "0"  WAS  AFFIXED  AT  THE  BEGI[>!NING 
AND  IT  BECAME  RATHER  COMMON  TO  DROP  THE  "G"  ENDING.  ONE  THING 
WHICH  HAS  BEEN  RATHER  PUZZLING  IS  THE  FACT  THAT  NO  WHERE  IN  THE 
RECORDS  DO  WE  FIND  A  BURNING  WITH  AN  "M/^C"  PREFIX.  THIS  MAKES 
ONE  WONDER  WHETHER  WE  MAY  HAVE  REACHED  ‘IRELAND  FIRST,  THEN  MADE 
OUR  WAY  TO  SCOTLAND  AND  ENGLAND.  THERE  IS  EVIDENCE  THAT  THE  VIKINGS 
INVADED  IRELAND  IN  795  A.D.  HAD  OUR  FOREBEARERS  COMPLETED  THEIR 
MOVE  TO  VIKING  COUNTRY  BY  THIS  TIME,  THEY  COULD  HAVE  TAKEN  PART 
IN  THIS  RAID.  THIS  IS  DOUBTFUL,  HOWEVER,  HAD  WE  REACHED  IRELAND 
THIS  EARLY  IN  HISTORY  WE  WOULD  CERTAINLY  HAVE  HAD  A  LARGER  PART 
IN  FORMING  FUTURE  HISTORY. 

OF  ONE  POINT  WE  CAN  BE  FAIRLY  CERTAIN,  THE  FIRST  OF  OUR  NAME  LAND¬ 
ED  IN  NORTHERN  IRELAND,  AROUND  1300  AN  IRISH  MONK  DREW  A  MAP  OF 
IRELAND  ON  IT  HE  PLACED  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  IRISH  FAMILIES  THEN 
PRESENT  ON  THE  ISLAND.  NEAR  HORN  HEAD  IN  DONEGAL  WE  FIND  THE  NAME; 
O'  DORN  IN.  MOST  OF  THESE  EARLY  FAMILY  MEMBERS  APPEAR  TO  HAVE  BEEN 
PRESBYTERIANS,  WHICH  IS  A  FURTHER  INDICATION  OF  THEIR  ARRIVAL 
FROM  SCOTLAND. 

IN  THE  YEAR  1659  A  CENSUS  WAS  TAKEN  IN  IRELAND.  "PEtiD_ER,"  RECORDS, 

ON  PAGE  120,  FOLIO  THE  FOLLOWING*.  COUNTY  FARMANA'gH  - 

.PARISHES  DRUMULLY,  TERRI,  BRUSKE,  DERRYVOLLAN,  MAGHERY, "CROSS 
AND  ENNIS  ~  MC  SAINT;  OUR  NAME,  THE  SPELLING;  "O' BURNING. " 

WOLFE  g  liC  LYAAGTH  -  IN  "IRISH  FAMILY  NAMES"  LIST  THE  FOLLOWING; 
DURNIM.  D URN AN,  DORN  I  ON.  THEY  ALSO  INDICATE  THAT  16TH  CENTURY 
RECORDS  OF  ULSTER  >OR  THE  COUNTIES  OF  FARMANAGH  AND  DONEGAL 
SHOW  THE  SPELLING  AS;  "O'DUIRNAN." 

THE  "SUPPLIMENT  TO  IRISH  FAMILY  NAMES,"  MAC  LYSAGHT  -  1964, 

SHOWS  THE  NAME  AS;  O' DURNIN  AND  O'  DORN  I  AN. 

THE  BOOK,  "MORE  IRISH  FAMINES, "  LOCATE  OUR  ANCESTORS  IN  LOUTH 
AND  EAST  ULSTER.  THE  SPELLING  IS:  DORNAN,  DURNIAN,  D URN AN  AND 
DURNIN. 

UNLESS  ONE  HAD  THE  GOOD  FORTUNE  (OR  LACK  OF  IT)  TO  BE  BORN  INTO 
ONE  OF  THE  LARGE  LAND  HOLDING  OR  POLITICAL  FAMILIES  OF  THE  EARLIER 
DAYS,  LITTLE  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  RECORDED  OF  FAMILY  ACTIVITIES  OTHER 
THAN  THE  PAYING  OF  TAXES,  GETTING  MARRIED,  BEING  BORN,  DYING  OR 
SERVING  IN  MILITARY  UNITS.  IT  IS  FROM  SUCH  HISTORICAL  DOCUMENTS 
THAT  MOST  OF  THE  INFORMATION  REGARDING  OUR  PEERS  CAN  BE  OBTAINED. 
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1  AM  CERTAIN  THAT  A  DILIGENT  SEARCH  IN  THE  HOME  COUNTRIES  COULD 
TURN  Ur-  MUCH  PAST  HISTORY  OF  THE  DURNING  FAMILY.  IN  THE  MEAN¬ 
TIME  WE  'MUST  CONTENT  OURSELVES  WITH  INFORMATION  WHICH  HAS  BEEN 
GATHERED  AS  A  PART  OF  OTHER  RESEARCH.  FOR  EXAMPLE:  SEVENTEETH 
CENTURY  RECORDS  SHOW  THAT  FARREL  AND  ENNIS  O'DURNYNE  WERE  LAND 
HOLDERS  IN  THE  BARONY  OF  TIRAWLEY  -  COUNTY  MAYO  -  IN  IRELAND. 

THIS  ENTRY  APPEARS  IN  STAFFORD'S  INQUISITION  OF  Id  35.  AT  ONE 
TIME  THE  FAMILY  MUST  HAVE  HAD  RATHER  LARGE  LAND  HOLDING  IN  IRELAND 
AT  LEAST  LARGE  ENOUGH  TO  WARRANT  THE  NAMII^G  OF  A  COMMUNITY  AFTER 
THE  FAMILY.  THE  COMMUNITY  WAS  BALLYDURN I  AN ,  IN  COUNTY  ANTRAM  - 
UNFORTUNATELY  IT  DOES  NOT  APPEAR  C^i'I  PRESENT  DAY  MAPS. 

THERE  IS  LITTLE  DOUBT  THAT  THE  PROVINCE  OF  l^ST^R  WAS  THE  HOME¬ 
LAND  OF  OUR  MORE  IMMEDIATE  ANCESTORS.  SIXTEENTH  CENTURY  ARCHIVES 
OF  COUNTY  ANTRAM  SHOW  THE  NAME  AS  O’DORNAN.  THIS  SPELLING 
CONTINUES  TODAY  "in  COUNTIES  Dm\'N  AND  ANTRAM.  IN  TYRONE  AND  FER¬ 
MANAGH  THE  FORM  IS  DURNION,  THl's  ALSO  HOLDS  TRUE  'fOR  DONEGA^. 

IN  ADDITION  DONEGAL"  REG  I  STEPS  DURI-jlN  AS  WELL  AS  DURNING'.  ' 

A  STUDY  OF  IRISH  HISTORY  WILL  REVEAL  THAT  ON  AT  LEAST  THREE 
OCCASIONS  OUR  LINEAGE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  AFFECTED  BY  CONDITIONS  WITH¬ 
IN  THE  COUNTRY.  IN  THE  1  S'S  0  '  S  QUEEN  MARY  I  OF  ENGLAND  COLONIZED 
IRELAND  WITH  SCOTCH  AND  ENGLISH  PEOPLES.  THEN  IN  1609  -  11, 

JAMES  VI  SENT  MANY  SCOTTISH  PEOPLE  TO  NORTHERN  IRELAND.  WE  KNOW 
THAT  ENGLISH  AND  SCOTCH  DURNINGS  CAME  TO  IRELAND  AND  SOME  OF  THEM 
MAY  HAVE  ARRIVED  DURING  THi's"  PERIOD.  THE  GREAT  IRISH  FAMINE  OF 
1845  AND  47  BROUGHT  DEATH  TO  750,000  PEOPLE, OUR  ANCESTORS  INCLUDED 
SOME  OF  THE  FAMILY  HAD  DEPARTED  FOR  THE  NEW  WORLD  PRIOR  TO  THIS 
TIKE,  THE  FAMINE  SENT  MORE. 


LEAVING  THE  IRISH  STORY  AT  THIS  POINT  WE  SHALL  LOOK  AT  SOME 
INTERESTING  RECORDS  ON  THE  ISLE  OF  BRITAIN. 

BLACK'S  "SURNAMES  OF  SCOTLAND"  CONTAINS  THE  FOLLOWING:  "CHRISTINE 
DUNYMG  WITNES"s"ES"'fHE  SALE  OF  LAND  AT  TULLIBODY  IN  THE  YEAR  14  37  . 
ROBERT  DONYNG  WAS  SEVEN  TIMES  PROVOST  OF  PERTH,  1472  -  92. 


MOVING  DOWN  TO  ENGLAND  RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY  AND  THEIR  PLACES  OF 
RESIDENCE  ARE  FAIRLY  WELL  DEFINED.  MANY  ANCE5TRIAL  FAMILIES  WERE 
FISHERMEN  OR  TRADES  PEOPLE  SO  IT  IS  ONLY  NATURAL  THAT  THEY  SHOULD 
BE  LIVING  CLOSE  TO  THE  SEA.  MOST  OF  THEM  RESIDED  IN  AN  AREA 
ENCOMPASSED  BY  BLACKPOOL  TO  THE  NORTH,  SHEFFIELD  TO  THE  EAST, DERBY 
ON  THE  SOUTH  AND  "LIVERPOOL  TO  THE  WEST.  AMONG  ThE  COMMUNITIES' 
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MENTIONED  IN -OLD  RECORDS  ARE:  LANCjAy;^ER  COUNTY,  LEY  LAND  (PARISH), 
V/EST  DARBY  (HUNDRED),  WHICH  CONTAIN'  THE  FOLLOWING  COMMUN  I  T  I  f:  S  : 

BI SPI-IAM,  CROSTON,  RUFFORD,  HOLM  SWOOP  AND  CHIPPING  .  OTHER  PARISHES 
SURROUND  I  NG  "THE  CITY  oF  b  I  SPHAM  “aRE  :  MAVEDES  I  e'y  ,  ECC  I  ESTON  . 

IN  LEY  LAND  HUis'DRED  ARE:  HESRIN,  WREGHTENGTON'  AND'  PARBOLI).  Tn  WEST 
DERBY  HUNDRED  ARE:  S  C  A  I".  E  S  B  'r  I  C  K  /  M  A  R  1  0  N  ,  HUNLETON,  BURS  COUGH, 

LATHOLM  AND  DAT  ON.  ~B  I  SInTaM  IS'nEAR  THE  RIVER  DOUGLAS'  AND  OPPOSITE 

burs’eough. 


CHURCH  RECORDS  IN  ENGLAND  GO  BACK  SEVERAL  HUNDRED  YEARS  AND  'WERE 
FORMALLY  KEPT  WITHIN  LOCAL  CHURCH  BUILDINGS.  MANY  OF  THESE  RECORDS 
ARE  NOW  BEING  MOVED  TO  CENTRAL  LOCATIONS  WHERE  THEY  MAY  BE  MORE 
READILY  SEARCHED.  THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  SOME  OF  THE  EXAMPLES  OF  THESE 
EARLY  RECORDS  FROM  THE  COMMUNITIES  ABOVE:  THE  CHURCH  OF  WOUL'fON  - 
ON- THE  -  HILL;  NEAR  THE  CITY  OF  a’OSTOjji:  THE  DATE,  JAN.  13,"  i'SST  - 
BUR  Ted,  KAfHERINE,  DAUGHTER  OF  THE"o7  DURNItiGE.  MAY  11,  1034  - 
BAPTIZED  ELIZABETH,  DAUGHTER  OF  WILLIAM  DURNI'nG  OF  DERBY . 


OTHER  INTERESTING  ENGLISH  RECORDS  REVEAL:  FROM  DOCUMENTS  OF  THE 
COMMUNITY  OF  R)1E  AND  HERFERD  -  DATED  1578,  JOHN  DONNYNGE  OF  RYE 
APPEARS  BEFORE  THE  MAYOR  IN  AN  EFFORT  TO  COLLECT‘"a  DEBT  FROM  Oi.'E 
CHARLES  MASON.  FROM  THE  CITY  OF  E^inji  “  DATED  1200,  PRIOR  OF 
THE  CONVENT  ST.  NICHOLAS  PERMITTED  MiAR'rAlN  MRLI_NG  (DERLING  OR 
PI  RLING)  TO  DRAW  WATER  FROM  IT'S  WELL.  EARLIER"'  ENGLl'SH  RECORDS 
ARE  IN  LATIN,  FOR  EXAMPLE:  (DATE  1160)  "HAMO  .DE  MASCY  ET  WI  LLELMUS 
FI  LI  US  DUNING  IJW  CESTRESC I RA. "  FROM  THE  RECORDS  OF  LORD  MfoD’CETON 
DATED  USO'-'a’LSO  IN  LATI'n  -  THE  SAME  PERSON  (APPARENTLY)  IS  RE¬ 
FERRED  TO  AS  A  TENANT  FARMER. 

COMING  FORWARD  TO  MORE  RECENT  TIMES  WE  BEGIN  TO  UNCOVER  ACTIVITIES 
OF  THE  FAMILY  IN  MORE  DETAIL. 

IN  THE  YEAR  1675  RYCHARD  DURNING  FOUNDED  A  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  IN 
B I  SPHAM.  THE  LOCAL  RECORDS  COVER  TH-IS  EVENT  RATHER  EXTENSIVELY 
AND  THE  FOUNDING  FATER  LAID  HIS  PLANS  SO  WELL  THAT  IN  1800  THE 
BUILDING  WAS  STILL  IN  GOOD  REPAIR  AND  STILL  A  S-CHOOL  WITH  35  PUPILS. 

If''  LIVERPOOL  IS  A  STREET  NAMED  DURNING  AND  IN  LONDON  IS  A  PLACE 
CALLED  DURNING  HALL.  I  HAVE  NOT 'eEEN  ABLE  TO  TRAC'e  THE  ORIGIN 
OF  THE  ABOVE  BUT  THEY  ARE  PROBABLY  RELATED  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  ITEMS: 

THE  BOOK,  "MEMORIES  OF  LIVERPOOL,"  BY  J.A.  PICTOM  AND  THE  "HISTORY 
OF  EDGE  HILL"  BY  C.R.  HAND  STATE  THAT  THE  RELIGIOUS  FAITH  CF  THE 
DURNINGS  .  WAS  CATHOLIC  AND  PRESBYTERIAN  IN  IRELAND  AND  UNITARIAN 
IN  SCOTLAND  AND  ENGLAND. 
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THE  DURNING  LENDING  LIBRARY  IS  SHOWN  IN  SOME  REFEREtICE  MATERIAL  AS 
BEING  LOCATED  AT:  167  LOWER  KENSINGTON  LANE,  IN  LONDON. 


ENGLISH  RECORDS  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER  DURNING  THE  16TH  AND  17TH  CENTURIES 
SHOW  C^Ii^G_S  Il'i  both  ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND.  RELATIVE  TO  IRELAND, 

IT  CAN  BE  ASSUMED  THAT  THESE  PEOPLE  WERE  ENGLISH  OR  SCOTCH  AND  MOVED 
THERE.  DUR'ING  THIS  PERIOD  OUR  NAME  APPERARS  IN  THE  RECORDS  OF  DmiLMT. 
NONAUTHENTI CATED  RECORDS  INDICATE  THAT  DURING  THIS  PERIOD  A  DURNI  WAS 
A  BISHOP  IN  the  CHURCH  AND  EDWARD  DURNING  WAS  PRESIDENT  AND  FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE  TEACHER  AT  THE  UN  I VE RS IT y“0F  DUBLIN  (TRINITY  COLLEGE.) 


"BLUE  FUNNEL,"  A  PUBLICATION  BY  F.  E.  HYDE,  GIVES  A  SHORT  GENEOLOGY 
OF  AN  ENGLISHMAN,  WILLIAM  -  1667  TO  1727,  HIS  SON,  RICHARD  - 

170S  TO  1802  AND  HIS  SON,  WILLIAM  -  1751  TO  1830.  THIS  LATTER 
WILLIAM  HAD  NO  SONS  BUT  TWO  DAUGHTERS,  EMMA  AND  JEMINA.  JEMIMA  MARRIED 
J.B.  SMITH.  THIS  BRANCH  OF  THE  FAMILY  WAS  UNITARIAN,  AND  ONE  OF  THE 
WEALTHIER  LAND  OWNERS  AROUND  LIVERPOOL.  IT  MAY  BEEN  A  MEMBER  OF 

THIS  FAMILY  WHO  WAS  GRANTED  THE  ORIGINAL  ENGLISH  "COAT  OF  ARMS." 

EMMA  MARRIED  A  STOCKBROKER,  GEORGE  HOLT.  THE  TWO  SISTERS,  THRU  THEIR 
HUSBANDS,  OWNED  CONSIDERABLE  BUSINESS  INTERESTS  IN  THE  AREA.  EMMA 
HAD  FIVE  SONS.  ONE  OF  THEM,  ROBERT  HOLT,  BECAME  THE  FIRST  LORD  MAYOR 
OF  LIVERPOOL.  HIS  SON,  SIR  RICHARD  DURNING  HOLT,  BART  (PER  T.O.  DURNING) 


MOST  LIBRARYS  CONTAIN  A  BOOK  CALLED,  "SHAKESPERE  IS  BACON,"  BY  SIR 
DURNING  -  LAWRENCE.  THIS  GENTLEMAN  DONATED  HIS  7000  VOLUME  LIBRARY 
OF  17TH  CENTURY  WORKS,  MOSTLY  SHAKESPERE,  BACON  AND  DEFOE,  (THRU  HIS 
WILL)  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON.  HE  ALSO  LEGALLY  ASSUMED  THE 
NAME  DURNING,  FOR  WHAT  REASON  IT  IS  NOT  FULLY  CLEAR  AT  THIS  TIME. 


ONE  ANCESTRIAL  NAME  HAS  BEEN  CONNECTED  WITH  GERMANY.  THIS  IS 
BARON  LOUIS  ALEXANDER  DURNING  -  BORN  1783  -  HORNBURG.  HANOVER, 
GERMANY.  NOTHING  ELSE  IS  PRESENTLY  KNOWN  OF  THIS  GENTLEMAN. 


THE  FRENCH  DURNINGS 


IT  IS  QUITE  CLEAR  THAT  MEMBERS  OF  THE  FAMILY  LIVED  FOR  A  TIME  IN 
FRANCE.  CHARLES  DURNING  M.A.,  HEAD  MASTER  OF  GLASGOW  (SCOTLAND) 
SCHOOLS  (HE  DIED  IN  1920),  HELD  THAT  THE  NAME  DURNING  CAME  FROM 
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FRANCE  WITH  THE  HUGUENOTS  (WHO  WERE  PROTESTANTS)  WHEN  THe\  FLED 
TO  ENGLAND  TO  ESCAP'e' FRENCH  PERSECUTION  DURING  THE  IGTH  CENTURY. 
THUS  WE  HAVE  A  CHOICE  OF  GUESSES  AS  TO  OUR  EXACT  HERITAGE  -  THAT 
OF  COMING  TO  BRITAIN  AS  VIKINGS,  WHO  LATER  MADE  THEIR  V/AY  TO 
FRANCE,  AND  THEN  RETURNED  -  OR  -  ARRIVING  SOME  CENTURIES  LATER 
directly  from  FRANCE.  AT  ANY  RATE  THE  SPELLING,  DURNINGE  IS  DE¬ 
FINITELY  FRENCH.  THIS  FORM  WAS  PART  OF  THE  FRENCH  COAT  OF  ARMS  AND 
EXISTED  IN  ENGLAND.  AROUND  1654  THE  ENGLISH  DROPED  THE  "E"  ENDING, 


THE  BURNING  COAT  OF  ARMS 


RESEARCH  COMPLETED  TO  DATE  WOULD  SEEM  TO  AUTHENTICATE  THE  ILLU¬ 
STRATIONS  OF  THE  COATS  OF  ARMS  TO  FOLLOW.  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  RECON¬ 
STRUCTED  FROM  SPECIFICALLY  PUBLISHED  INFORMATION  ON  THE  SUBJECT  AND 
WHICH  REFERRED  DIRECTLY  TO  THE  DURNl NG  FAMILY.  ORGANIZATIONS  IN 
ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND  AND  EUROPE  MAKE  A  BUSINESS  OF  AUTHENTI¬ 
CATING  AMORY.  USING  THEIR  SERVICES  IS  AN  EXPENSIVE  AND  TIME  CON¬ 
SUMING  VENTURE.  RATHER  THAN  FOLLOW  THIS  PATH  I  HAVE  RELIED  UPON 
THE  BEST  AUTHORITIES  AVAILABLE  TO  ME  AND  BELIEVE  THE  DRAWINGS  TO 
BE  EXCELLENT  REPLICAS  OF  THE  ORIGINAL. 

SHOULD  YOU  WISH  TO  PURSUE  YOUR  OWN  RESEARCH  I  HAVE  LISTED  BELOW 
SEVERAL  RECOMMENDED  SOURCES: 

OFFICIAL  REGISTERY  OF  COATS  OF  ARMS  -  FOR  ENGLAND 
THE  COLLEGE  OF  ARMS 

QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON  E.C.  4,  ENGLAND 

BIRTH  CERTIFICATES  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  -  SINCE  1837 
GENERAL  REGISTER  OFFICE  (COST  -  ABOUT  $1.50  PER  COPY) 

SOMERSET  HOUSE,  STFiAND,  LONDON  W.C.  2,  ENGLAND 

PARISH  REGISTER 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  GENEOLOGISTS 

37  HARRINGTON  GARDENS,  LONDON  S.W.  7,  ENGLAND 
SCOTLAND 

births  -  DEATHS  -  WILLS  -  SINCE  1885 

registrar  GENERALS  OFFICE,  NEW  REGISTER  HOUSE,  EDINBURGH  2,  SCOTLAND 

SCOT'S  ANCESTRY  RESEARCH  SOCIETY 

4A  NORTH  STREET,  DAVID  ST.  EDINBUROGH,  SCOTLAND 

COATS  OF  ARMS 

the  COURT  OF  LORD  LYON 

OLD  REGISTER  HOUSE,  EDINBURGH  1,  SCOTLAND 
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NORTHERN  IRELAND 

BIRTHS  -  DEATHS  -  MARRIAGES  -  f^RIOR  TO  1922 
GENERAL  REGISTER  OFFICE 
CUSTOM  HOUSE,  DUBLIN,  IRELAND 

OLD  WILLS  AND  OTHER  ITEMS  MAY  BE  FOUND  AT; 
THE  PUBLIC  RECORD  OFFICE 
NORTHERN  IRELAND,  LAW  COURTS  BUILDING 
MAY  STREET,  BELFAST,  IRELAND 

THE  GENEOLOGICAL  OFFICE 
DUBLIN  CASTLE,  DUBLIN,  IRELAND 


FRANCE 

DURNINGEN 

Red  Chevron  Between 
Silver  Stars  on  a 
Blue  Shield 
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ENGLAND 
BURNING  - 

Registered  at  BISPHAM  in  the 
County  of  LANCASTER 
Silver  Chevron,  Blue  Shield 
Antelope 


IRELAND 

CtoURMING 

Granted  at  DUBLIN  by 
NARBOfJNE  of  ULSTER 
Silver  Escarbuncle  on 
Red  Shield.  Border 
of  Alternating  Silver 
and  Blue 
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HERALDRY  .  (THE  DETAILED  STUDY  OF  COATS  OF  ARMS  AND  THEIR  GENEALOGY) 
IS  NOT  THE  PURPOSE  OF  Tlil  S  TREATISE,  HOWEVER,  SINCE  THIS  IS  A 
PART  OF  HISTORY  A  FEW  STATEMENTS  WILL  BE  MADE  REGARDING  IT.  THE 
USE  OF  SYMBOLS  V/AS  DEVELOPED  TO  FULFILL  THE  NEED  FOR  RECOGNITION  AT 
A  DISTANCE.  RECOGNITION  WAS  PARTICULARLY  IMPORTANT  IN  THE  HEAT 
OF  BATTLE.  IN  IT'S  EARLIEST  FORM  IT  APPEARED  AS  SOME  SORT  OF 
MARKING  ON  THE  SHIELD  CARRIED  BY  THE  FOOT  SOLDIER.  WHEN  HORSES 
CAME  INTO  GENERAL  USE  ON  THE  BATTLE  FIELD,  THESE  SPECIAL  MARKINGS 
WERE  ADDED  TO  THE  COAT  AS  WELL  AS  THE  SHIELD  AND  ALSO  TO  THE 
HEAD  PIECE.  IN  LATER  TIMES  THESE  "ARMORIAL  BEARINGS"  WERE  RE¬ 
GISTERED  AS  A  SORT  OF  FAMILY  TRADE  MARK.  BETWEEN  WARS  THESE 
SYMBOLS  WERE  OFTEN  BESTOWED  UPON  WORTHY  CITIZENS  FOR  PERFORMING 
SOME  WORTH  WHILE  SERVICE. 

YOU  MAY  WISH  TO  READ  A  HELPFUL  BOOK  ON  THE  SUBJECT;  HERALDIC 
DESIGN  BY  HUBERT  ALLCOCK. 


•THE  DURN ING  FAMILY  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


TEN  YEARS  OF  SEARCH  HAVE  NOT  -  AS  YET  -  FILLED  IN  THE  GAP  BETWEEN 
THE  LAST  GENERATION  OF  OUR  ANCESTORS  OVER  SEAS  AND  THE  FIRST 
GENERATION  IN  THIS  COUNTRY.  I  HAD  HOPED  -  AND  STILL  DO  -  TO  FIND 
SOMEWHERE  AMONG  THE  U.S.  FAMILY  HISTORIES  THE  STORY  OF  THE  COi‘';MON 
ANCESTOR  WHO  WOULD  TIE  ALL  THE  GENERATIONS  TOGETHER.  NOT  ONLY 
HAS  THIS  HOPE  GONE  UNFULFILLED  BUT  I  AM  AS  YET  UNABLE  TO  FIND  A 
COMMON  ANCESTOR  FOR  THE  U.S.  FAMILIES. 

THE  EARLIEST  RECORD  OF  A  ^RNING  IN  THE  U.S.  IS  ONE  RICHARD  DURN I NG 
WHO  WAS  A  MERCHANT  AT  202  "Q'''''STREET,  MANHATTAN,  N.Y.  HE  APPE'aRED 
IN  THE  CITY  DIRECTORY  DATED  1786. 

DANIEL  R.  DURN ING  ALSO  OF  NEW  YORK,  WAS  AN  EXECUTOR  OF  A  WILL  OF 
THE  LATE  SAMUEL  HALLIGAN,  DATED  DECEMBER  10,  1800. 

OTHER  RECORDS  LIST: 

ELIAS  PURLING,  HEMSTED,  N.Y.  1752 

FROM  NORTH  c'aROLINA  REVOLUTIONARY  V/AR  RECORDS  WE  READ:  JAMES  BURNING, 
SERGEANT,  BORN  175?,  ALLOTTED  ‘i28  ACRES  OF  LAND,  ACT  OF  1  7  83  ."' 

DANIEL  R.  DURN ING  -  ENSIGN  -  RESERVES  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  -  1798 
CHARLES  STEWART  BURNING,  BORN  CAPE  GERARDEAU,  MO.  MARCH  10,  1830 
PENNSYLVANIA  CENSUS  RECORDS  OF  1810  INCLUDE  EDWARD  BURNING,  FROM 
SUMMERSET  COUNTY  -  COMMUNITY  OF  TURKEY  FOOT  TROMP.  SUMMERSET  WAS 
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THE  COUNTY. SEAT.  DISTRICT  WAS  FORMED  IN  1793  FROM  PARENT  COUNTY 
OF  BEDFORD.  WARNER  0  FOOTE  1881  -  PAGE  247  -  WASHINGTON  CO.  MINN. 
LIST;  JOHN  DURNING .  DONEGAL,  IRELAND,  BORN  MAY  11,  1811.  CAME  TO 
U.S.  1840,  LIVED  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  MOVED  TO  GALINA,  ILL.  THEN  TO 
ST.  CROIX,  CO.  MINN.  MARRIED  ANN  DONNELLY  -  1851.  CHILDREN;  JAMES, 
JOSEPH,  CHARLES, AND  HENRY. 

FROM  A.  WARNER  £  CO.  -  1889,  PART  II,  HISTORY  OF  ALLEGANEY  CO.  PA. 
PAGE  704.  BORN:  CHARLES  DURNING,  PITTSBURGH,  FEBRUARY  18,  1848,  SON 
OFROBERT  AND  MARY  (ADCOCK)  DURNING  -  FROM  LANCHASHIRE,  ENGLAND. 
CHARLES  MARRIED  MARY  E.  GRAY  OF  BLAIRSVILLE,  PA.  -  A  GERMAN.  THEIR 
CHILDREN:  CHARLES,  ALICE,  BESSIE,  MARTHA,  MAY,  THOMAS,  ALMA,  IDA, 
JOSEPH,  MAUDE,  AND  BERTIE.  RELIGION - PRESTBYTER I  AN . 

MASS.  SOCIETY  OF  MAYFLOWER  DECENDENTS,  SUMMERVILLE  PUBLICATION, 
SOMMERVILLE,  MASS.  REGISTERS,  31:68  -  DURNING ,  WILLIAM  AND  ELLEN, 
RESIDED  DUXBURY,  MASS.  CAME  FROM  DERBY,  IRELAND  ALONG  WITH  DAUGHTER 
ELLEN,  AGE  19.  ON  OCTOBER  7,  1849  SHE  MARRIED  JOHN  SPP.AGUE. 

CITY  OF  CHICAGO  DIRECTORY  FOR  1852  -  HAS  WILLIAM  DURNING  -  TEAMSTER. 
EDWARD  DURNING  -  BORN  1790  IRELAND  -  CAME  TO  CAPE  GIRADEAU,  MO., 
CHILDREN:  ADAil,  PETER,  CHARLES  STEWART,  FANNIE  AND  MARY.  CHARLES 
STEWART  V.'AS  EDUCATED  IN  PENNSYLVANIA.  MOVED  TO  GRAYSON  COUNTY, 

TEXAS  IN  1852.  SERVED  AS  1ST  LIEUTENANT,  CONFEDERATE  ARMY  OF  TEXAS. 
RECEIVED  SILVER  STAR  MEDAL.  MARRIED  HESTER  ANN  GEORGE,  NOVEMBER 
19,  1868.  CHILDREN:  ROBERT  EDWARD,  MARY  ELIZABETH,  CHARLED  HENRY, 

OSCAR  GREGG,  MARY  £  MARTHA  -  TWINS  AND  JOSEPH  HARLEN.  UNIVERSITY 
OF  TEXAS  -  HIS  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

KENTUCKY  PIONEERS  -  PER  KENTUCKY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF 
COLONIAL  WARS,  (PUBLISHED  1941-50),  FROM  MARRIAGES  OF  CALDWELL 
COUNTY,  KY.,  DATE  AUGUST  8,  1823,  JOHN  DURNING  WEDDED  TO  JANE 

MAXWELL,  PRESBT.  -  PASTOR  ROBERT  A.  LAPSLEY. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  AND  COUNTY  CENSUS  OF  1790  LISTS  PETER  DURING  FROM 
HEADS  OF  FAMILIES,  NORTH  CAROLINA  CENSUS  1  790,  JAMES  DURRNiriG. 
REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  RECORDS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  SHOW  PHILIP  AND"  ELIZA¬ 
BETH  DURNEY  AS  PENSION  APPLICANTS. 

FOREIGNERS  TAKING  THE  OATH  OF  ALLIGANCE  IN  PENNSYLVANIA,  FEBRUARY 
24,  1797  DOETHEA  AND  NICHOLAS  DURNING. 

PETER  DURNY  CAME  TO  THE  U.S.  ABOARD  THE  "FRIENDSHIP,"  OCTOBER 
12,1741.  GARRETT  PURLING  -  OYSTER  BAY,  N.Y.  -  BROTHERS  HENRY, 
DANIEL,  CHARLES  AND  JOSEPH. 

PHILIP  DURNING  -  BORN  IRELAND  1862 

EDWARD  DURNI  l-^G  -  1781,  CHESTER  CO.,  LONDENBERRY,  PA. 

THOMAS  DURNING  -  1809 
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THE  DUENINCt3  OF  TEXAS 


EDVJARD,  the  first  of  our  immediate  family  ,  was  born  3.n  IRELAND  1790. 
he  was  educated  as  a  teacher  and  spoke  seven  languages,  I^e  do  not  know 
the  background  of  his  family  but  knowing  the  place  and  the  date  we  can 
guess  with  reasonable  accuracy. 

The  story  comes  to  us  that  EDWARDS  father  was  connected  with  Trinity 
College  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  possibly  the  college  president.  If  this  is 
true,  then  we  may  be  able  to  reconstruct  early  family  history. 

At  the  time  of  EDL’ARDS  birth  England  was  in  firm  control  of  much  of 
Ireland.  Trinity  College  was  founded  by  Queen  Elizabeth  I,  in  15^1.  It  can 
be  assumed  that  the  school  would  have  been  staffed  with  Englishmen,  also 
the  choice  of  EDWARD  as  a  first  name  would  have  been  a  poor  one  for  a 
Catholic  Irishman.  Thus,^  we  can  assume  that  our  oldest  known  forefather 
was  English  in  background  and  bom  in  Ireland  of  Protestant  parents. 

WE  do  not  know  the  reason  for  EDWARDS  leaving  his  homeland  and  coming  to 
the  U.S,,  nor  do  we  know  his  age  at  the  time,  Ireland  was  an  unsettled 
country  when  he  was  bom  with  one  of  the  largest  uprisings  occuring  in 
1798  when  ha  was  eight  years  old,  Theobald  W,  Tone  led  a  rebellion  aga¬ 
inst  the  English  in  that  year  which  gained  a  measure  of  independence  for 
the  Irish,  If  EDWARDS  background  was  English,  IJiis  would  have  meant  a 
lessening  of  opportunity. 

All  we  really  know  is  that  he  did  coma  to  the  U.S,,  the  year  is  uncertain, 
and  that  he  stopped  off  in  Pennsylvania  where  he  attended  school,  probably 
graduating  as  a  teacher.  Old  Pennsylvania  records  of  the  1800 ‘s  name  an 
EiyfARD  DURNING  as  a  resident  of  Summerset  County  in  I8IO, Although  we  have 
no  real  proof,  v/e  may  assume  that  this  was  our  ancestor  since  he  would 
have  been  20  at  the  time, 

ED^/^ARD  married  BARBARA  STATLER  (who’s  father  was  either  Dutch  or  Germany 

Her  father  was  PETER  STSTLER  of  North  Carolina,  How  they  met  is  unknoxm 
but  one  may  assume  that  it  was  at  school  in  Pennsylvania, 
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Whether  EDWARD  has  brothers  or  sisters  and  if  so,  whether  any  of  them 
came  to  the  U.S.  is  unknovm  at  this  dat9.  At  this  time  he  moved  to 
Cape  Girardeau  'lissouri  probably  to  follow  a  teaching  career. 

The  first  U.S,  Census  was  taken  in  l850,  Included  was.  Cape  Girardeau. 

I  have  checked  the  listings  twice  and  do  not  find  a  DURNING  listed, 

EDWARD  died  in  l8Ul  and  his  son,  CHARLES  STEVIART,  the  youngest  would 
have  been  17  at  the  time. 

ED^'ARD  and  BARBARA  had  five  children:  ADAM,  PETER,  FANNIE,  MRY,  and 
CHARLES  STEWART,  Record  searches  so  far  have  not  revealed  what  happned 
to  the  brothers  and  sisters  so  we  must  content  our  selves  with  the  facts 
we  have  regqrding  CHARLES  STEV'ART  our  forefather.  He  was  bom  March  10th. 
in  either  1830  or  1833.  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  So  far  as  we  know 
he  was  a  wagon  driver  specializing  in  long  haul  freight  -  a  respected  and 
well  paid  job  in  those  days  -  since  the  Indians  were  still  to  be  recond 
with.  His  original  route  appears  to  have  been  between  Cape  Girardeau  and 
Joplin,  Missouri  but  as  more  settlers  began  to  move  to  Texas,  the  wagon 
freight  lines  began  operating  to  the  south,  CHARLES  arrived  in  Texas  in 
18^2  and  settled  in  Grayson  County  in  18^3  ^  at  this  time  he  ^as  about  20, 

HESTER  ATJN  GEORGE  was  bom  in  Tennessee  on  November  7>  l8U7.  Her  father, 
ROBERT  B,  GEORGE  hearing  of  the  riches  of  Texas  decided  to  move  there, 
which  he  did  when  HESTER  was  six.  The  trip  was  a  rough  one  and  HESTER’S 
mother  (maiden  name  MINERVA  COLE)  died  of  yellow  fever  in  route,  The  rest 
of  the  family  arrived  in  1851  and  settled  on  farm  land  near  Sister  Grove 
Creek,  Robert,  seeing  the  need  for  cotten  products  established  an  ox 
powered  cotten  gin  and  matress  factory  at  Farmington,  Texas.  CHARLES 
DURI'IIIJG  may  have  delivered  the  equipment  for  this  enterprize.  At  any  rate 
they  became  acquainted  in  1853  and  CHARLES  entered  the  employ  of  Mr,  GEORGE. 
The  buisness  prospered  and/ time  ROBERT  GEORGE  built  a  new  home  in  the 
city  of  Howe,  It  was  here  on  November  19th»  1868  that  a  marriage  ceremony 

took  place  uniting  HESTER  ANN  and  CHARLES  STEWART,  she  about  21  and  he  35, 
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Texas  was  thinly  popiilated  during  this  period,  only  212,  $92  people  lived 
in  the  state  in  1850,  In  18U5  Texas  Joined  the  Union  as  the  28th,  state. 

New  settlers  hoggin  flocking  in,  and  with  then  came  unsettled  feelings 
about  the  Union,  The  civil  war  was  but  a  few  years  in  the  future, 

future 

Having  saved  some  money  from  his  assocation  with  his ^father-in-law,  CHARLES 
STm-JART  gained  title  to  some  farm  land  in  the  black  rolling  hills  Just  west 
of  the  community  of  Elmont,  Some  of  the  land  was  wooded  and  a  soui*ce  of 
fuel  other  parts  were  good  for  grazing  while  the  flatter  areas  were  excellent 
farm  land.  He  purchased  a  single  slave  and  settled  down  to  the  country 
life.  This  of  course  took  place  after  1555  -  meanwhile,  on  April  12th, 

1861  the  Civil  i'ar  began. 

News  traveled  fast  and  Texas  seceded  from  the  Union  that  same  year, 

CHARLES  STSl'ART,  now  about  28,  was  eager  to  see  action  ^  On  2.,  I86I 
He  rode  18  miles  on  horseback  to  the  community  of  Sherman,  Here  he  met 
General  William  C,  Young  of  the  Confederacy.  They  proceeded  to  the  comm  - 
unity  of  Mantua  (which  was  physically  moved  to  Van  Alstyne  with  the  con  - 
ing  of  the  railroad  in  l87U)j  and  organized  Company  "D"  of  the  l6th, 

Texas  Cavalry,  C.S,  DURIJING,  1st,  Lt, ,  Lt,  Col.  William  Fitzugh  was  the 
command  officer.  The  l6th,  moved  to  Clarksville,  Texas  March  1862  and  later 
to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  They  saw  action  at  White  River,  in  which  engage¬ 
ment  they  lost  their  horses  and  thus  became  infantry  for  the  rest  of  the 
war.  On  May  21  st.  1865,  the  war  over.  Company  "D”  was  disbanded  at 
Hemstead,  Texas,  CHARLE’S  personal  diary,  his  account  of  the  Civil  VJar  and 
other  papers  may  be  found  in  the  Archives,  University  of  Texas  Library 
in  Austin, 

CHARLES  returned  to  take  up  his  life  in  Grayson  County  and  to  be  married. 

The  wedding  of  CHARLES  and  HESTER  was  a  big  social  affair  in  the  ccmmunlty, 
particurarly  since  it  was  to  be  a  double  ceremony  including  their  go-,  d 
friends,  John  Bowen  and  Betty  Alexander,  The  story  of  the  whole  ep'\o.jde '.is 
recounted  in  a  book  called:  "Biographical  Sketches  of  Representative 
Early  Settlers  of  the  State  of  the  State  of  Texas",,  F.A.  Battey  Co.  1889. 
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The  wedding  reception  was  called  an  ’’Infare  Celebration"  and  was  given 
by  "Uncle"  (a  southern  title  given  to  a  close  friend  who  was  not  a  relative.) 
Tommie  Bowen  at  his  home  near  Gannon,  (  to  the  East  of  Van  Alstyne), 

The  land  which  CHARLES  converted  to  farming  had  been  open  rango.  Following 
his  marriage  he  borrowed  two  oxen  hooked  them  to  his  wagon  and  headed  for 
Jefferson,  Texas,  many  miles  to  the  East,  His  purpose  was  to  purchase 
lumber  to  build  a  one  room  cabin  for  HESTER, 

During  the  war  a  vast  cattle  industry  had  grown  up  in  the  West  and  S.r.’.tli 
of  Texas*  The  ranchers  sent  their  cattle  East  for  use  by  the  donfererato 
Ti'oc'ps,  At  war’s  end  the  South  was  a  shambles  and  the  cattle  market  all 
but  disappeared.  They  realized  that  their  only  chance  of  continued  cattl.e 
shipment  vrould  be  to  the  North  or  East,  The  rail  road  had  not  ar'^lvod  in 
Texas  so  the  closest  shipping  point  would  be  from  the  rail  heads  in 
either  Missouri  or  Kansas^,  several  hundred  miles  to  the  north.  Thus  began 
the  vast  cattle  drives  of  the  1870’s-,  Gunter,  a  community  five  miles 
West  of  CHARLIE’S  farm  was  a  focal  point  for  many  of  these  drives  and  a 
rest  stop  before  crossing  the  Red  River,  On  some  occasions  a  drive  would 
pass  furthur  to  the  East,  On  one  particular  hot,  dry  summer,  cattle,  dying 
of  thirst,  stampeded.  HESTER,  now  about  23,  was  working  in  ■’he  cabin,  now 
enlarged  to  two  rooms,  when  she  heard  a  crash  in  the  rear  rc'im  which  was 
used  as  a  kitchen.  Opening  the  dook  to  see  what  had  happned  she  found  a, 
large  Texas  Long  Horn,  his  head  inside  "the  window  attemp'’,;ing  "to  rca- h 
water  in  a  bucket  on  the  table. 

In  time  children  began  to  arrive.  First  ROBERT  EDWARD,  followed  by  twins, 
MARY  ELI2LABETH  and  I'lARTHA,  Martha  died  at  three  weeks  of  age,  CHARLES 
HENRY  was  bom  July  28th,  18?^,  followed  by  OSCAR  GREGG,  JOSEPH  and 
CLARDY,  who  died  at  bir-th. 

The  railroad  came  to  Van  Alstyne  (named  for  the  -wife  of  one  of  -tho  b:’.g 
investors  in  Houston),  in  I87ii,  the  year  CHARLIE  was  born.  Thro  competing 
roads  were  rushing  'to  complete  their  lines  to  Texas ,  one  f rc  m  ■tlio  north , 
the  other  from  the  south.  Sherman,  about  10  miles  south  of  the  Red  River 
coTild  have  been  the  •terminus  for  both  but  the  city  fathers  ha-ving  given 
one  road  $$0,000  refused  to  raise  a  like  amount  for  the  other  one  so  the 
competing  road  built  a  new  "town  called  Dennison  half  way  between  Sherman 
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and  the  Red  River.  The  entire  story  oan  be  found  in  a  book  about  the  T. 

Up  to  this  time  communities  sprang  up  along  the  stage  routes,  Elmont  was 
one  of  these  along  with  others  like  Mantua,  Warden,  Lone  Star,  Cannon  and 
Farmington.  With  the  comming  of  the  railroad  these  places  were  reduced  to 
community  trading  centers,  later  to  disappear  when  improved  roads  came 
into  being* 

Elmont  (previously  called  Cross  R  oads ,  because  two  stage  roads  crossed  at 
this  point),  was  our  shopping  center  and  a  thriving  community.  It  had  a 
barber  shop  (where  CHARLES  HENRY  was  a  part  time  barber),  black  smith 

shop^  hotel,  drug  store,  grain  mill,  grocery  store,  lodge  hall,  a  school 
two  churches  and  ten  homes.  Elmont  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  1869 
and  many  years  later  HESTER  ANN  GEORGE  BURNING  would  be  honored  as  the 
oldest  surviving  chqrter  member  (she  died  in  193k  age  about  8?),  The  church 
has  survived  and  has  a  present  membership  of  about  300, 

Difficulties  in  the  South  following  tlie  war  caused  considerable  rest  less- 
ness  among  the  people  and  many  of  them  moved  West  to  the  relative  freedom 
of  Texas.  One  such  pioneer  was  a  man  named  HINTON.  The  father  of  this 
young  man  was  bom  in  England  and  the  parents  of  his  wife  (Mary)  DILWORTH 
was  Irish.  How  they  met  is  unknown  to  me  at  this  time  but  at  any  rate  they 
had  married  and  sat  up  housekeeping  in  Corenth,  Mississippi,  before  the 
war.  The  number  of  children  is  unknown,  but  one  son  served  in  the  war 
and  married  a  young  lady  named  SAVAGE,  Her  father  was  a  minister,  presum¬ 
ably  in  Mss.  This  family  .joined  a  wagon  train  leaving  for  Texas,  Among 
the  HINTON  children  was  a  son  named  VAN  and  daughters  named  ETTA  and 
LAURA  MAE  -  who  was  my  mother,  to  be.  The  HINTONS  lived  east  of  Elmont 
about  the  same  distance  as  the  BURNINGS  lived  to  the  west.  Both  LAURA  MAE 
HINTON  and  CHARLES  HENRY  DURNMG  attended  the  Elmont  School,  LAURA  sat  in 
front  of  CHARLES  and  he  delighted  in  dipping  the  ends  of  her  pig  tails  into 
the  open  ink  well  on  his  desk,  She  was  properly  indignant,  vdiich  with  the 
passing  of  time  t\rmed  to  friendship,  then  to  love. 

I  do  not  have  full  details  of  the  education  of  the  BURNING  family  but  in 
later  years  all  of  CHARLIE*S  brothers  were  professional  men,  he  being  the 
only  one  retaining  his  love  of  the  farm.  As  for  CHARLES,  he  completed 
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school  at  Elmont  and  went  on  to  a  boarding  school  in  Van  Alstyne,  The 
building  was  a  handsome  eight  room  structure  and  was  just  five  miles 
from  home  -  but  in  wir.ter  the  roads  were  all  but  impassable j  a  fact 
which  molded  him,  perhaps  for  his  later  role  in  public  life.  Following 
school  in  Van  Alstyne,  CHARLES  enrolled  in  a  commercial  college  at 
Dennison,  He  did  not  complete  the  course  however,  his  longing  for  the 
farm  and  love  of  LAURA  were  too  strong, 

LAURA  M,  HMTON  was  bom  May  23,  1879  and  she  married  CHARLES  HENRY  BURNING 
in  1897  at  the  age  of  18,  he  was  five  years  older,  about  age  23, 

CHARLES  STEVART  had  prospered  and  added  to  his  land  holdings.  CHARLES  HEJJRY 
and  his  new  bride  were  given  use  of  this  property,  I  do  not  know  the 
details  of  the  wedding  but  the  assets  of  the  new  couple  included:  two  mules, 
a  plow,  hand  tools  and  the  usual  household  items  future  brides  collected 
in  those  days. 

Lumber  was  now  available  in  Van  Alstyne  and  CHARLES  H,  bxiilt  a  little  house 
for  LAURA  on  the  new  land.  The  house  was  cn  a  little  hill  near  a  small 
stream.  Often,  in  winter,  the  stream  overflowed  it's  banks  and  became  a 
quarter  mile  wide  or  more. 

Winters  were  hard  in  those  days,  not  unbareable  as  they  often  were  furthur 
north,  but  cold  and  wet  •-  some  times  a  cold  drizzle  would  cover  the  co\intry 
for  weeks.  It  was  a  c;cld,  no-serable  night,  when  the  stream  was  over  it's 
bank  that  the  first  child  wa.E  bom  to  LAURA  and  CHARLES,  Summonsing  help 
was  impossible  ,  although  CHA.RLES  parents  lived  just  a  mile  away, 

HOWARD  CRK^t  l.xvecl  or.Vy  three  hours. 

Pioneer  life  was  demanding  and  the  cares  of  each  day  left  little  time  for 
CHARLES  and  LAURA  to  reflect  upon  their  sorrows.  Other  children  followed: 
Twins  -  FLARA  and  FLOY,  CHARLES  VANBUREN,  a  second  set  of  twins,  EDWARD  and 
TOM,  and  fourteen  years  later  -  another  son,  BILL, 

Hard  times  were  not  over  for  the  family,  just  as  all  seemed  to  be  going 
well  CHARLES  HENRY  developed  a  disableing  case  of  arthritis.  Almost  unable 
to  move,  he  was  transported,  painfully,  by  wagon,  to  the  mineral  water 
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health  center  of  Tioga,  some  fifteen  miles  to  the  west.  I  do  not  know  how 
long  it  took  for  him  to  regain  his  health  although  I  believe  it  was  three 
years. 

Between  1892  and  1911i  CHARLIE*S  sister  and  brothers  were  married, 

jMARY  ELIZABETH  married  FRANK  DOUGLAS,  1892  -  November  23rd, 

ROBERT  EDWARD  married  ELENA  HACKETT,  Sept,  7,  190h 

JOSSra  HARDEN  (bom  Nov.  1,  1882),  married  MIRY  DOUGLAS  Sept.  27  th.  1905 
OSCAR  GREGG,  last  to  marry,  took  EVA  'lAHAR  as  bride.  Sept,  17,  191i4 

CHARLES  HEITRY  loved  to  talk  and  to  be  of  help  to  his  neighbour.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  risk  his  fields,  trying  new  crops  and  methods  of 
planting.  He  encouraged  his  neighbours  to  try  soil  conservation.  He  loved 
animals  and  studied  veterinary  medicine  and  farmers  came  from  miles  around 
to  learn  how  to  better  care  for  their  stock. 

Always  of  concern  to  CHARLES  HE^^RY  were  the  soggy  mud  roads  of  North 
Central  Texas,  which  brought  every  thing  to  a  stand-still  in  the  winter, 
Consideidng  his  interest  in  people  and  his  keen  civic  responsibility,  it 
was  only  natural  that  his  neighbours  should  elect  him  County  Commissioner, 
He  served  several  terms  but  his  first  one  pmbably  brought  the  most 
pleasure.  He  graded  and  ditched  every  road  in  his  precinct. 

The  Great  Depression  delt  more  kindly  with  the  Texas  farmer  than  with  the 
city  dweller,  yet  CHARLES  HENRY  was  under  financial  pressure.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  were  in  college  or  of  marriagable  age,  and  the  other  three  were  bec¬ 
oming  expensive  teen  agers.  To  make  ends  meet  CHARLES  HENRY  decided  on 
part  time  selling.  His  job  was  to  sell  the  new  metal  culvert  to  replace 
the  wooden  ones  then  being  used  in  road  construction,  His  ewperiences  in 
selling  brought  an  interest  in  the  collection  and  accessment  of  taxes, 
which  indirectly  brought  an  end  to  his  life. 

Believing  strongly  in  the  eq\ii table  distribution  of  taxation,  he  decided 
to  run  for  the  office  of  Accessor  -  Collector,  His  vision  of  a  refined. 
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system  was  ahead  of  its  time. 

During  the  campaign  he  had  a  noon  speaking  engagement,  The  weather  was 
bad  and  the  Texas  mud  was  slippery  -  that  in-between  state  of  Texas  mud, 
it’s  other  two  ststes  being  hard  and  cracked  or  so  soft  that  vehicles 
sank  to  their  axels.  Son  TOM  was  driving,  the  car  skidded  off  the  road, 
over  turned  and  CHARLES  HENRY  was  thrown  clear  of  the  car,  causing  his 
death.  Son  TOM  suffered  spinal  injury  which  caused  his  death  in  later 
years, 

CHARLES  STEWART  had  moved  to  Van  Alstyne  in  his  later  years,  and  following 
his  death  HESTER  ANN  continued  in  the  same  dwelling  till  her  deatli  in  193ii 
at  the  ege  of  8?, 

The  housci  was  vacant  at  the  time  of  CHARLES  HENRY'S  untimely  death  and 
LAURA  realizing  the  lack  of  fanning  talent  inherited  by  her  one  remaining 
son,  decided  to  move  to  the  house  in  town. 

Time  passes  and  each  of  the  children  of  CHARLIE  and  LAURA  began  to  live 
lives  of  their  own.  Fortunately  the  Pioneer  Spirit  continued  strong  in 
LAURA'S  life.  Though  living  in  town  she  retained  the  lore  of  the  farm 
with  a  large  garden  and  a  poviltry  yard,  in  spring  the  property  was  suit  - 
ounded  with  flowers.  Here  LiVURA  remained  till  near  the  end  of  her  days. 


TO  THE  DESCETOANTS  OF  EDVIARD  OF  IRELAND 

Per  the  title,  this  is  a  "Romantic  History^,  many  facts  are  missing,  some 
are  in  error,  some  are  fancy,  but  the  basic  story  is  told  the  way  it 
happned.  It  is  my  hope  that  each  of  you  will  make  the  corrections,  add  the 
missing  information,  attach  an  outline  of  your  own  family  -  and  send  me 
a  copy  of  your  work. 


TO  ALL  OF  YOU  -  EVERY  GOOD  kUSH 


"UNCLE"  BILL 
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Qua ter,  Texas 
July  16,  1?6S 


Itear  Billy j 

Aunt  Georgia  sent  me  your  letter  in  i,?hicii  you  asked  for  the  history 
of  the  Hinton  Family  and  also  inforination  regard's  ng  the  Durnings,  She 
mailed  your  request  to  i»o  since  1  ata  generally  considered  to  be  the 
historian  of  the  Hinton  family »  History  and  folklore  just  feiscinate  me 


I  cannot  guaranteo  the  complete  accuracy  of  all  the  material  I  v/ill  put 
in  this  narrative  of  the  Hintons  and  the  Eunangs,  but  it  \>ill  be  as  close 
to  the  actual  facts  as  it  can  be  made  at  this  late  datSo  Facts  from  tliose 
days  should  cok;o  fi'om  old  faiTiily  bib?!.es  ;eid  as  of  now  it  hao  bean  imp'" 
ossible  to  locate  th.e  one  for  the  Hinton  Familyo 


The  story  to  follow  has  been  gleaned  over  the  years  from  nc 
pings,  obituaries,  lii stories  of  Grayson  County  pionoer  fe>m5. 
stories  of  ”01d  Timers”  I  knew  as  a  boy,  plus  all  the  wonde 


moth^jr  used  to  recite  about  her  childliooa,  along 
Grandpa  Hinton,  He  was  a  great  narri^tor  of  folk 
llissiSjSippi  to  Texas  and  he  ktruo  more  about  tho 
else  of  his  generation. 


v’ith  those 
Ici-e  of  the 
Hinton  fami 


ws  paper  clip’* 
lies,  and  the 
r-Tul  talcs  my 
related. by  my 
happenings  froi 
ly  than  any  one 


Now  about  the  Durning  faniilyo  Some  of  the  dates  in  the  story  may  not  be 
fully  accurate  but  those  including  dsi'S  ?ind  montijs  as  wsll  as  yaars  shoul 
be  dsi)sndatble o  All  of  tho  nam-es  aro  given  as  I  have  then,  either  the  full 


d 


name,  a  given  name  or  an  initial.  It  was  a  rather  common  custom  among 
Southern  fardlies  of  the  1800’s  to  five  sals  children  initials  rather  than 
full  names,  also  recordors  of  facts  sometimes  took  this  short  cuto 
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O'he  Dui'ning  Family 


Tho  first  Durning  of  youx’  imni^diate  farrdly  to  set  foot  on  the  shores  of 
/jGorica  v;a3  a  youi'jg  Irish  lad  naraed  BDIiARDe  Hox-f  old  ho  Tfas;  v.'hethsr  bo 

to  Anierlca  alone  or  I'rith  other  mosbers  of  his  fariiily,  I  do  not  knov.-^, 
Those  recoi'Js  r.'hich  I  possess  only  slate  that  Edvjard  Earning  vsas  born  in 
Ireland  and  educated  in  Fennsylvani.a,  and  that  Ids  pi-'ofossion  -.'jas  that  of 
a  school  toaclioro  T))is  Sdnard  Darning  migrated  V.ast  to  settle  at  Cape 
Girardeauj  or  near  there  in  Capo  Girardeau  County,  ?>bSGCuric  About  this  timo 
ha  inarried  Barbara  Stabler,  daughter  of  Peter  Statler  of  llorth  Carolina, 

It  ‘lias  in  Capa  Girardeau  County  ?!issou.ri  that  your  Grand  Father,  Charles 
S.  (Ste-rart)  Horning  V7as  born  in  the  year  1833 •  Edvsard  Darning  died  there 
in  J.dssouri  in  161;1,  v;hsn  your  Grand  Father,  Charles  v^asS  a  tender  led  of 
eight  yearse  Not  much  else  is  knovin  isntil  Charles  arx'ived  in  Texas  in  the 
year  1852  at  the  age  of  Nineteen o  I  do  not  fcxorf  ho'fj  he  arrived  in  Texas 
but  tvio  choices  were  open  to  himo  Pie  may  have  arrived  by  way  of  the  fai.:ous 
r/agon  road  called,  '‘The  Texas  Trail",  or  he  may  havo  chosen  the  I’outo  by 
packetb  boat  doTin  the  mighty  Mississippi  then  up  tho  muddy  and  nari'ou 
Red  River  reaching  Texas  at  the  historic  old  city  of  Jefferson  on  tho 
.Cypress  Bayou  in  Marion  Couatyo  In  those  clays  the  East  Texas  city  of  Jeff¬ 
erson  T,a3  the  metropolis  of  Texas j  with  a  pocvulation  in  the  neighbouiiiood 
of  JOOO  souls.  Fdver  transportation  built  the  city  and  kept  it  thriving 
until  thie  coming  of  the  railroads  in  the  1870 'so  Jefferson  was  tho  conmei'- 
cial  center  of  a  vast  and  rich  territory,  with  msost  of  North  and  Hast  Texas 
receiving  all  their  supplies  thru  this  port.  Texas  was  growing  rapidly  dur¬ 
ing  thi.s  period.  In  addition  to  Jefferson  settlers  poured  in  thru  two  other 
Red  Itivsr  crossings:  Preston  and  PeCvSn  Gapy  to  spread  over  the  fertile  land 
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The  IXu’r'Jng  Fam:  3y 


like  «  svfarm  of  J.ocusto 


It  is  raost  likloy  that  Charles  D^jx-ning  eama  to  Texas  by  tlx.*,  vatsr  rovile, 
he  lived  near  the  I'ississippi  "  and  also  v.g  know  t])at  be  did  not  reach 
Grayson  Coirity  xntil  1853c  I  presyv.e  he  cansO  to  Jefferson  as  a  passongor 
aboard  one  of  tiie  stoaia  boats  that  pli(5d  the  d<mgerous  raters  of  the  Ked 
River  hauling  the  tons  of  cargo  to  end  fro:n  the  busW-ing  vvai’ves  of  Jeff™ 
ersoiij  had  he  corn  do'sn  the  Texas  trail  by  v;agon  or  horse  bade,  lio  Y-ould 
have  crossed  the  Rod  River  at  Preston  and  v.-ould  thus  iiave  arrived  iin’-iGd-'- 
lately  in  Grayson  Countyo 


The  Tc-xao  Trail  ran  a  Soutlrwostorly  course  out  of  St<.  Louis,  f.fissouri, 
down  across  the  Indian  Nations  *=  new  Oklahor.iCi  ~  to  tho  point  Y-anere  the 
city  of  TJuskogee  new  stands,  on  Eoutliiosatnard  to  Me  Alostcr,  p>£i.r.sing  no-u- 
I^urfait,  and  on  to  cross  the  Red  River  at  Preston  Bend„  This  land  louto  to 
Texas  vjas  a  very  hazardous  journey,  even  for  those  days,  however  tetsvecn  t’X' 
years  iBIiJ  and  18V2  “  the  years  during  Yvhich  thio  Preston  Forry  operated 
it  has  been  estimated  tlmt  as  E-any  as  30CO  wagons  nvade  t'/Jis  jou.rnsy  oacli 
.year®  This  is  all  history  now  since  the  crxissing  lies  buried  beneath  the 
blue  Y/aters  of  Lake  Texoaa, 


It  is  my  opinion  that  your  grand  father,  Charles  S.  Durning,  came  to  Grayson 
County  by  accident  as  he  had  no  relations  there®  Ho  very  liklsy  hired  on  as 
a  teamster  with  some  freight  hauling  outfit  that  was  caught  short  )i3.nded  in 
Jefferson.  In  those  days  Jefferson  Yvas  the  hub  of  the  freight  lines  that 
supplied  the  wants  and  needs  of  every  settler  between  the  Red  River  and  the 
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ThG  Dvuniing  Fanil  3. 


Trinity.  Freighting  vas  the  lifeblood  of  every  to^n  and  vi3.3.a£Oc  The 
rail  roads  did  rAot  reach  Texas  until  t)i3  iSjO's  and  all  freight  ti'avelcd 
by  '.vagon  tradn  fi’om  t!je  nearest  rivar  porto  For  North  and  Fast  Texans  tfiio 
port  Y>'as  ^;Cfferson,  on  Red  River  ^lust  a  feu  iniles  froin  the  Louisiana  border. 
The  sand  bar  fil.led  Red  became  very  shrallov;  north  of  Jefforson  except  at 
flood  tide,  and  then  for  only  short  periods  foD-lorclng  lioavy  rains.  Only  the 
bravest  of  captains  dared  risk  their  pickett  boats  on  tbs  swollen  flood 
•s-iatsrs  as  far  up  streaia  no  Px'eston  crossjng.  Those  idio  did  ~  and  survived  "• 
T.'ore  v.'cll  paid  with  fat  pur.sos  of  profito 

I  do  not  knov;  the  occupation  of  Charles  before  coming  to  Texas,  but  in 
Lone  iT-tar  Stats  he  bacama  a  teamster  and  fi'oightor  and  v?as  to  foi.loiv  ihls 
trade  for  the  next  twenty  years,  vrlth  the  exception  of  t'na.t  ixsriod  of  rx-llcr.t 
sacrafie'e  he  spent  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confedracy  in  that  bloody  fraternal 
Y.ar  historians  prefer  to  call,  "The  V/ar  Eet-.vscn  Tha  States".  His  first  emp¬ 
loyer  may  have  been  Thomas  H.  Eov;on  (Reece  Bov.'en's  grandfather) .  At  any  rate 
v.’-3  know  that  vdthin  a  year  or  so  he  was  a  "brJ.l  nhacicing"  ox  team  drive  r  foi- 
R!r.  Bowen.  During  theso  years  Tliomas  Eov;on  resided  on  his  hoadrigho  of  GhO 
acres  on  the  banks  of  Squrrel  Creek  about  a  m.i3.a  west  of  the  little  frontier 
village  of  Elmont.  Torn  v/as  considered  a  man  of  substancial  means.  He  was  a 
land  owner,  a  slave  holder,  rrdsed  horses  and  cattle,  and  as  a  side  lir.o 
ran  a  very  profitable  freight  lino.  Host  early  day  settlers  were  poor  as 
church  mice,  many  owned  no  slaves  at  all,  and  those  who  did  generedly  had 
only  one  or  two. 


In  1855  John  D.  Blassingajr^e  and  his  brother  Samuel  came  to  Grayson  County 
from  South  Carolina.  JohJi  bought  sorue  of  Tom  Bovren's  land  and  settled  on 
the  banks  of  the  S'p.a'rel.  The  Blassingamo  men  were  brothvers  ~  in  -  la'u  to 
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Tom  BoY.'c:n  as  ho  had  mra’ried  their  Gistor  Nancy*  John  Elassingama  n.ct 
Ciiarles  S.  D-arrnng  and  a  fovj  months  later  they  h’SCe^Jiio  partners  in  the 
fraicht  Iraulm'g  bu.isness.  They  purclnassa  ThoTias  Bowens  flouxlG’iing  side 
3d.no  and  Sjonuel  Blassingamo  and  Cnci'les  Burning  began  operation  of  tire 
ali'-eady  going  cnterpi'ifo  and  saw  it  continue  to  px-oepero 


Freighting  in  those  early  pionc-or  days  v^as  a  dangei^ons  and  so'ul  tryiiAg 
occupati.on.  'i'ho  trail  v.ss  fj'auglit  v.ith  perili  Ever  present  was  the  da.ngor 
of  a  raid  by  renegade  Indians,  and  since  every  frolghtor  totod  a  piu’co 

of  gold  and  frequently  hauled  Idg/ily  valuable  cargo  in  his  .v,'agons,  h:  could 
easily  fall  prey  to  t))S  Ijardcsse  characters  v.ho  roamed  the  untnrriSd  fi'ontiex- 
Thus  evevy  froig’nter  kept  his  }'Ccntucl:y  rifle  handy  v;hen  he  was  on  t:;o  t.vail 
and  wore  a  hclstoi'od  pistol  on  his  hip,  for  in  the  ear0.y  days  of  'Icxar  th; 
lav;  reached  no  fvu'thur  then  a  musket  shoto  Ti'-ybng  as  people  might  h::  they 
v.orc  not  the  gixsatest  hscard  of  the  freightoi',  his  biggest  pi’oblen  the 
dusty  or  muddy  roado  V.bien  the  weather  was  dry  the  long,  dusty,  trai'lc  were 
far  from  being  plcasent  to  travel,  with  their  multitude  of  bumps  and  clmclc 
holes  and  endless  luor.nderlng  around  hills  and  through  valleys,  like  a  vjin- 
•ding  snako  tra-jk.  Trying  as  the  dry  tx’ail  may  have  bosnit  was  much  to  bo 
pi-eferred  over  the  quagmii'e  of  gunbo  mud  which  cam-e  with  even  tho  15chtost 
rain*  Tlic  mud,  first  sDippex’y  as  tlxe  rain  fell,  and  then  turning  to  glue  as 
the  ground  began  to  dry,  v.*as  torture  for  both  mail  and  beast.  A  good  cays 
travel  for  an  ox  -  train,  loaded  with  freight  v&s  twenty  miles  on  a  good 
trail,  but  when  the  trail  tui'nad  into  a  sea  of  iiiud  the  fi'cighter  lucky 
to  mak-3  five  miles,  more  often  he  made  only  three.  It  was  money  out  of  p'ool; 
to  be  lield  up  fer  moi-c  than  a  day  while  waiting  for  a  rain  swollen  Civok  or 
river  to  subside,  or  to  b-o  stuck,  helplessly,  in  one  of  tho  raultitudo 
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The  Duvniiig  Fairoly 

of  bottoirilesii  r.;ud  holes  vibich  abounded  on  the  t'cldoio,  tended  v.’agon  ti-ailuo 
Most  freights ng  outfits  in  those  days  consisted  of  three  or  four  large 
v;agon5i  c;oui)led  together  aiid  pulled  by  an  ox  teara  of  six  to  ten  yohos,  ’'ost 
of  the  hefivy  freight  wagons  used  ii!  KortJj  Texaf;  wej.'e  lesde  by  C.V'.  lysciig  of 
Mantua.  Ks  isiade  thsia  of  Iron  iVood  (Hois  D'arc),  and  sold  theru  as  fast  as  they 
could  be  laade.  Bois  B'arc  was  so  hard  it  lasted  like  steel.  The  exon  -v.-oro  of 
Durhaiii  stock  and  riiany'  stood  as  high  as  a  horse  aird  v/oigheu  well  ov.-.r  half  a 
ton.  Facb  exon  knew  his  naiivo  and  his  place  in  the  tea:n.  The  oxer;  ’..oie  driwn 
entii'ely  b;/  vei'bal  corn;'.2ud  as  no  reins  were  attaich'od  to  thexi  in  til  c 

The  drover  rode  a  liorse  along  side  his  oxen  and  kept  the  slor;,  plodding 
aniiiials  on  tire  r?.ove.  he  often  accented  his  corrriandy  '.cj.th  yells,  profanity, 
and  the  Icnid  popping  of  ills  long,  black  bull  v.hipc  It  is  said  that  loany  of 
the.  old  ox  train  drovers  could  flick  a  hoj'scfly  off  the  ru."]'  of  or.:-  of 
their  oxen  and  never  so  !r;uc}!  as  turn  a  haii‘ 


Ghaid.es  Durning  and  John  Iila.5f:inga!r:<?  apparciitly  stewtod  their  buisnoss  <  t  the 
rigl't  tiiue  for  the  settlers  ai-ound  Farr.ingtcn,  Fluotit  and  ’k.ntua,  v.ithing  to 
make  their  let  a  naro  comfortable  one  began  to  tear  dov.n  their  cld  leg  c-:-.bi?'.s 
and  to  replace  them  with  clap  board  sided  hou.ses  built  of  Irriber  fror-  the 
Piney  'MOods  of  East  Texas,  Jefferson  had  a  big  saw  mil  that  tiuned  out  the 
boai'ds  and  they  were  hauled  to  Giviysuxi  and  Collin  Counties  by  Dunning  and 
Blassingaiiia.  Vy  Graaidpa  Hinton  told  r.e  that  ha  had  hoard  "old  I'l  .  .burning" 
say,  on  many  occasicno,  t}:at  he  had  hauled  enough  lumbar  from  Jc.fier.eon  by 
ox  ti'cvin  to  build  three  toivns,  for  ha  dici  haul  ir.c^st  c>f  the  lUi'in:!’  (.  h;;t  bv'r  jt 
Fannington,  Elmont  and  Mantu.a,  beside  the  lumber  used  in  the  ho;vas  of  sveh 
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Tbs  I/urnirig  F^ir^fiDy 

early  sev-tlera  as  tb.n  pioDosr  families  of  the  Flliotts,  Bovrens,  Slilejcls, 
BdllerSj  y.'hitakers,  Arnspigei^Sj  Cartwrj  {^hts,  Paxtons,  Tolbca^ts  and  do^’cns 
wore.  All  of  these  fins  old  homes  vihich  once  rsn^;  I’lth  joy  and  Bcdcty  }ia.vej 
like  their  pioneer  builders,  long  since  passed  from  the  scene. 


Products  brought  in  by  the  freighter  adebd  spice  and  variety  to  the  lii'e  of 
the  coiiiniuriityc  His  load  often  included  boD.es  of  dry  goc>ds,  cases  of  canned 
or-  dried  foods,  boxes  of  drugs  and  patent  riediednes,  inusiccd  instrim<enl s, 
Bibles,  kegs  of  gun  pc)V7d£r,  lead  bars  for  ik'sking  shot,  a].l  sorts  of  hcvi  d  “ 
v?aro  and  barrels  of  mo] asses  from  the  East  Texas  sugar  cano  fields .  All  of 
the  Vvares  of  the  local  murchant  v.'os  bauj.c  d  by  ox  team  fi-OTii  cither  Pax  s  ton 
or  Jefferscjic  In  turn  tho  freighter  haui.ed  the  loca.l  pivducc  to  the  pen'tso 
From  tho  blaoklc-Uid  prairiVes  Cfuro  !rides  and  tallou,  halos  of  cotien,  corned 
beef  and  pork  and  great  quantities  of  vdjoatj  com  and  cats.  Gi-ain  crc  ',.r; 
pi'ovidod  most  of  tho  cash  i.nco:r;a  foi  tho  early  settlers  of  Grayson  end  Coll 
in  Comtics  “  until  tho  Civil  b’ar,  iThan  a  great  dcar.and  for  cotton  in  bn.i'cp-e 
r.aoG  this  crop  prcifi table  orince  it  could  be  sent  to  Poxico  and  shdpjor.d  rcun 
the  blocade  to  Eui-cpa, 

Party  ■uagou  ti-ails  left  thoir  mark  on  North  Toxas  but  t'.’.o  of  tho  most 
ort&nt  Tsore  t’la  Caddo  Trace  and  the  Preston  Road.  Thto  Cc.ddo  Trace  ran  from 
Jefferson  to  Preston  follovting  the  banks  cf  the  Red.  Rivsro  The  Preston  Hoad 
ran  south'.? a, I'd  thu'a  Gr'syson,  Collin,  Dallas  and  f.^.LDjs  C;jiiXitie?)  and  on  to  the 
Capital  at  Austin.  This  i-o'ate  r.as  surveyed  in  by  L"’'.  Viilliam  Preston 

of  the  Texas  Pilitia  and  served  as  a  military  ro<ad  to  t]io  Red  Paver  fc-.ns 
that  guarded  the  Northern  fi'ontiers  of  the  Rep'cblic, 
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The  D-jrning  }''aiTily 

The  corranulities  of  Shertr.on,  Farndngton,  Elr.ont,  V/eston  (Establislied  l&liO), 
Roland,  McJtinney,  Farmers  Branch,  Balias,  lancaster  and  ItValnul.  Springs 
Tjere  all  thriving  by  l81i6.  This  route  Y;as  also  follo'.vc-d  by  the  early  cattle 
drives  v.hich  took  place  just  before  the  Civil  Yfero 


IVagon  trains  and  st-age  coaches  did  a  thidA-lng  buisness  up  and  dorai  the  rxiad 
until  the.  coiTiing  of  the  '*Iron  Horse”,  in  1672.  The  Houston  and  Texas  Cent.Tol 
was  built  north  from  Houston,  reaching  Dallas  early  in  that  year.  By  fall  it 
had  reached  it's  northern  terirdnus  at  Shernian.  For  it's  ov/n  selfish  reasons 
the  railroad  bypassed  the  small  towns .  Those  that  were  near  the  road  siiiiply 
loaded  up,  baggage  and  house  and  moved  to  a  spot  along  the  rails o  Vantua  vas 
an  example.  A  nev;  town  called  Van  Alstyne  (for  one  of  the  investors  in  tlio 
road)  was  laid  out  along  the  tracks  a  few  miles  from  Mantua,  where  “  up  -  on 
this  coimunity  sirrply  packed  up  and  merged  with  Van  Aistyneo  Other  commun 
itios  like  Elmont  and  Farmington  began  to  die. 


V(ith  the  coiiiing  of  the  raili'oad  the  days  of  the  ox  train  freight  lines  were 
at  an  end.  The  fi'ontier  was  moving  furthur  west.  Some  freighters  continued 
to  haul  along  the  Caddo  Trace  (knovai  as  the  Jefferson  Road  after  the  Civil 
Yfer.),  but  most  of  those  remaining  in  buisness  moved  their  opci'ation  furthur 
Vfest,  operating  b.atween  Fort  Griffin  and  the  rail  head  at  Sherman.  Others  just 
sold  off  their  oxen  and  put  their  ta3,ents  to  other  endeavors. 

Burning  and  Blassingame  decided  to  sell  their  equipment  and  take  up  fanningo 
with  the  cash  thus  raised  they  bought  ajoining  farms  on  the  outskirts  of 
Elmont.  How  this  car.;e  about  is  a  story  I  have  heard  my  Grandpa  Kintcn  tell 
on  many  occasions;  The  two  friends  paid  cash,  giving  the  exact  dollar  for 
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The  Durning  Fardly 

each  fenn.  Both  n;3n  considered  one  of  the  plots  better  than  the  other,  i'rt 
Dui'ninc  because  it  was  better  suited  to  raising  stock,  and  Ui',  Blassingarac 
because  it  v.'ould  ajoin  a  srivall  farm  he  filready  owned  on  the  bank  of  Squrre!) 
Ci*Gek.  The  two  partners  agreed  to  settle  their  differences  with  the  flip 
of  a  coinc  The  decision  was  to  be  made  in  front  of  the  old  Algonquin  Tavern, 
(later  known  as  the  lawhoim  Tavei-n),  in  the  center  of  Elmont’s  one  dusty 
street.  A  few  farniers  arriving  in  town  early  that  rrioming  leaned  on  the  homo 
railings  ready  to  witness  the  event  about  to  take  place.  A  bright  silver  coin 
spun  upvard  in  the  early  morning  sunlight,  a  call  was  made,  and  the  shincy 
cartwheel  having  spent  it's  energy  in  upv/ard  flight,  fell  back  to  the  duct 
at  the  bC’Oted  feet  of  the  partners.  Charles  Dumj.ng  had  won  the  toss  and 
the  right  to  his  choice  of  land. 


Winds  of  change  were  blowing  across  the  fertile  black  lands  of  North  Cajit:;-! 
Texas.  John  Deere  had  invented  the  iron  plow  and  the  poineer  settlers  v.e:a 
replacing  the  slow  and  plodding  oxen  with  teajns  of  horses  and  mules.  Your 
Grandfather  Burning  saw  those  changes  coming  and  it  was  his  intent  to  utilize 
his  newly  acquired  faira  for  the  raising  and  breeding  of  stock.  He  had  bet:, 
horses  and  mules  and  had  a  staliJon  and  a  jack  standing  at  public  service.. 

He  fai'med  a  portion  of  his  land  to  raise  feed  for  his  live  stock  and  prcbi-ly 
had  some  cotten  as  an  additional  cash  crop,  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date 
your  GreOidfather  left  the  farm  and  moved  to  his  house  on  Ylest  Stephens  St. 
in  Van  Alstyne  (the  house  is  still  standing  and  is  well  over  a  hundr-ed  ye-.-.c 
old),  but  I  would  guess  it  was  within  the  first  fev?  years  of  the  IS'OO’s. 

Your  Grand  Father  Burning  was  a  confinr.ed  bachelor  for  many  years  but  in  ItcS, 
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The  Darning  FandDy 

he  married  Hester  A.  George «  He  v;as  35  she  v;as  15  years  his  ;jwiiort, 

Hester  vjas  the  daughter  of  Robert  B.  George  and  liinerva  P.  Cole.  Hester 
vias  born  in  Tennessee  in  the  year  I82i8.  Hester's  father  Robert,  was  born 
in  either  North  or  South  CaroD.ina  in  the  year  iSplj.  Hr.  George  died  in 
Grayson  County  Feb.  11,  1912  and  is  buxdod  in  the  old  Cannon  cemeteryo  His 
first  Vi’ife,  your  great-grandmother,  Kinerva  Cole,  vias  bom  in  Tennessee  in 
I8l8  and  died  on  Jaimary  20,  I8760  She  also  lies  in  the  Garmon  cemeteryo 
Children  bora  of  this  utiion  v/ere  your  grand  mother  Kesterj  Thomas,  also  born 
in  Tennessee  in  1852,  James  born  I853j  after  the  move  to  Texas,  aird  a  last 
child,  M.J .  born  in  1858.  Considering  these  facts  it  may  be  assruned  that 
Robert  Geox'ge  moved  his  famii.y  to  Texas  in  the  fall  of  1852  or  the  Spring  of 
1853*  It  v.'as  the  habit  of  the  early  settlers  to  move  West  after  the  Fall 
harvest  or  early  in  the  Spring  before  planting  timco  Hinerva  died  in  I676 
and  some  time  thereafter  Rolvert  married  his  second  v.dfe,  ’.'ary  L. o  I  do  not 
knov;  the  date  of  this  marriage  but  it  took  place  in  Grayson  County,,  Nary  was 

born  in  1632  -  I  knon  not  v;here  -  and  died  July  25j  1915*  She  is  also  buried 

at  Cannon.  This  is  all  I  knov;  about  the  George  family  except  that  at  one  tire 
they  ov/ned  considerable  acreage  around  Farmington  and  Hovio. 

Your  great  -  grandfather  Charles  Ste'^art  and  Hester  George  were  married  in 

1868  and  the  marriage  T;as  blessed  with  eight  children.  I  do  not  know  the 

order  of  their  bi:-ths  or  the  dates  so  I  will  list  them  as  they  appear  in  the, 

"Historical  Lndex  of  Grayson  Couiity  Pioneers".  Martha  and  Robert  Ect.-iai'd  were 

twins.  Eciflard  married  your  mother 's (m.aiden  name  Laura  Hinton),  first 

cousin  Elna  Hackett,  daughter  if  Dr.  Hackett,(I  do  not  knov;  his  first  name 

since  he  was  affectionately  known  to  the  Hintons  as  "Uncle  Hackett").  Uncle 

Hacketts  wife  was  Jenny  Savage  Hackett.  Jenny  was  the  sister  of  Nancy  Savage 
Hinton  (your  grand  mother)  •  Ed  and  Elna  had  one  child  -  a  son  Edward. 
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The  Durning  Fairdly 

Your  Uncle  Ed'.iard  Diu'ning  and  your  Uncle  (roy  grand  father)  Van  Hinton  were 
invited  to  study  pharnnicy  vinder  the  tutelage  of  Dr.  Ilackett*  The  good  Doctors 
Apothacary  v;as  in  the  comriunity  of  Slriont,  an  easy  vialk  or  horse  back  ride 
from  each  boys  horao.  Un  fortuiiately  a  fire  destroyed  the  buisness  and  Dre. 
Hackett  departed  for  the  greener  pastures  of  the  growing  cor.snionity  of  Shenr.an® 

l?ary  E.  niarried  a  childhood  sweetheart,  D.F.  Douglas,  This  couple  lived  near 
Hayhurst  Ci'ossing,  They  had  two  children  Gil,  and  a  dau.ghter  Elna. 

Charles  Henry  (your  father)  v;as  bom  in  Grayson  County  on  July  28,  iSyii,  In 
1897  he  married  Laura  Hintoiio  Laura  was  born  in  Rienzi,  Mississippi  on  April 
23,  1878.  Their  children  were  Howard  (who  died  in  infancy),  Flara  and  Floy, 
(twins) j  Charles  V,,  Thomas  Calvin  and  Edward  Alvin  (twins),  and  fourteen 
years  later,  yourself  -  Billy  Pershingo  By-the'-way,  you  wem  born  during  the 
first  world  war,  and  your  first  na’t.e  is  for  Y/illie  Stj'ickland,  the  first 
young  nan  to  3.eave  Elm.ont  for  IVorld  V/ar  I,  and  of  course  General  "Black  Jack", 
Pershing. 

Your  Father,  Charles  Henry,  was  a  fanner,  stock  man,  land  owner  and  served 
for  three  tenns  as  Grayson  County  Cor.imdssicner.  Lnke  his  facher  befom  him, 
Charles  stood  stallions  and  Jacks  for  public  service.  I  am  sure  you  have 
heard  the  family  tell  stories  about  the  famous  Perclieion  Stallion,  which  ycur 
dad  used  to  stand.  He  was  a  prize  winner  purchased  by  a  s\Tidicate  of  farmers 
from  Guntei;  and  Elmont.  They  paid  for  him,  a  fantastic  orice  in  those 

days.  He  was  a  big,  handsome,  black  horse,  and  his  name  was  Holofern.  Your 
Grand  father,  Calvin  Hinton  ovmed  two  shares  of  this  horse,  and  your  lYicle  Van 
raised  several  fine  colts  sired  by  him. 
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The  Darning  Fc.mi]y 

M 

Oscar  G.  vjas.  a  registered  pharmacist  and  cvmed  the  "City  Drug  Coc"  in  ‘ 

Van  Alstinne,  Texas.  He  married  S\'’a  Mshair.  They  Had  no  children.  Oscc'.r 
died  during  the  great  Spanish  P'ly  epidemic  that  sr/.'ept  round  the  v/orld  in 
1913,  leaving  death  and  sorrov;  in  it's  v;ake  like  the  ancient  Mosaic  plsague 
visited  upcin  Fharo's  Egypt, 

Clardy  11,,  of  Y.'hich  I  knov;  nothing  (Clardy  died  at  birth), 

Joseph  K.  Joe  joined  The  Texas  Power  &  Light  Co,  at  an  early  age  end  v-as, 
for  many  years  the  manangcr  of  it’s  Sherman  office.  His  Y;ife*s  name  was  Mary 
and  they  had  one  child,  a  daughter  "■  Mary  Jo. 

The  last  child  on  my  list  for  Charles  and  Hester  was  Vs'altcr  G.  also  of  v.-hom 
I  knew  nothing. 

The  Historical  Didex  of  Grayson  County  Pioneers  does  not  list  the  dates  of 
Charles  S.  and  Hester's  demise  but  this  information  can  bo  readily  obtained 
from  their  tombstones. 

Some  of  the  above  infonnation  may  be  incori'iect  but  I  have  given  it  as  it  was 
■found  in  the  Historical  Index, 


Nov;,  as  I  have  previously  stated  in  this  epistle,  your  grandfather  Charles  S. 
served  the  Confederacy  as  an  ofx'icer  in  Colonel  Valliam  Fitzhugh's  Regment 
of  the  l6th.  Texas  Cavalry.  The  l6th,  consisted  of  three  companies;  Company 
"C",  recruited  in  the  Shermian  area;  Company  "D",  organized  at  Mantua  and  made 
up  of  men  from  Ixoth  Grayson  and  Collin  Comities .  This  was  your  Grandfather 
Durning's  Company;  and  Company  "G"  which  v/as  also  a  Grayson  County  unit. 
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The  Darning  Fandly 


The  gi'eat  sectional  division  of  the  East  over  the  issue  of  slaf^ery  had 
scarcely  touched  North  Texas  until  the  Sutr-rcer  of  1B5;9<.  Regardless  of  their 
'position  on  sla.very,  the  people  of  Texas  considered  "Abolition'-  a  bao  ^'?ordo 
1859  became  a  year  of  emotional  conflicto  Abolitionist  ministers  from  the 
anti-slave  North  arrived  in  North  Texas  and  under  the  guise  of  "Px-vival 
Meetings",  used  the  occasion  to  encourage  slaves  to  escape  from  their  inasterso 
These  Yankee  "Preachers"  were  assisted  in  their  efforts  by  tho  "Er!iigi’o.nt  Aid", 
and  "Vdde  Ai^ako"  abolitionist  societies.  As  a  counter  measui'e  "Indignation" 
meetings  7?ere  held  and  a  secret  order  nas  formed,  called,  "The  Knoghts  of  the 
Golden  Circle"c  This  organization  vias  dedicated  to  the  doctrine  of  the  divine 
instution  of  slavery,  with  it’s  aim  the  elimination  of  the  abolition  menace. 
Thus  the  abolitionist  agitators  were  driven  from  one  county  to  the  next  all 
through  the  Northern  District  of  TexaSc.  Thus,  the  insidious  seeds  of  diss  - 
ention  were  sown  in  fertile  soilo  Now,  newspaper  edi.tors  who  had  largely 
ignored  the  issue,  joined  the  boiling  controversy,  exerting  their  political 
influence  in  blazing  headlines o  The  two  Grayson  Couiity  papers,  "Patriot"  and 
the  "Kor-th  Texican"  drummed  enthusiastically,  each  for  it*s  own  cause.  The 


"Patriot"  was  a  "?ihig"  publication  and  supported  the  abolitionist  cause.  It's 
editor  was  promply  branded  a  radicalo  The  "North  Texican"  was  pro-slavery 
and  Democratic  in  it's  politics,  none-the-less,  it  looked  with  disfavor  on 
the  idea  of  secession.  '/lany  of  the  older  settlers,  especially  those  from 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  greatly  influnced  by  Sam  Houston,  who  was  loyal 
to  the  Union.  So  the  controversy  raged.  As  tempers  flared,  prejudice,  hatied 
and  bitterness  grew  like  an  evil  weed.  T.hen,  in  November  i860,  Lincoln, 
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Tha  Durning  Family 


the  "Black  Republican*',  Vt-as  elected  presidento  Those  favoring  secession 
tscognized  that  their  time  was  at  hand®  These  people  felt  that  if  "States 
Rights"  were  to  be  preserved  drastic  maasures  would  b'S  required®  !feetings 
were  hold  all  over  the  state  by  those  favoring  separation  from  the  Union, 

The  residents  of  Grayson  County  hosted  ono  such  meeting  at  ‘Vhitesboro  on 
November  23,  I960.  Aconmiittee  was  formed  and  ordered  to  prepair  a  z’esolu.tion 
to  bo  presented  to  Govenor  Sam  Houston  requesting  a  special  election  to 
deterrains  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  state  regarding  secession.  An 
election  was  held  and  Texaizs  voted  oven'fheLoingly  to  remove  their  state 
from  the  Union.  The  people  were  jubilant  and  immediately  set  about  mustering 
and  organizing  volunteer  troops.  On  April  11,  1861  General  Pierre  Beauregard 
and  his  Confederate  forces  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  “  the  Civil  Ivar  had 
begun. 

Grayson  County  men  now  flocked  to  the  Confederate  colors  in  earnest.  Their 
enlistment  was  for  one  year  and  they  wero  to  furnish  their  own  mount  and 
arms.  Most  early  Texans  considered  themselves  "rCnights  on  Horseback",  so  it 
was  only  natural  that  they  should  "jino"  the  cavalry.  They  must  have  been 
patriotic  men  since  there  was  no  mnney  in  the  state  treasury  to  pay  them. 

Your  Grandfathers  outfit  was  first  known  as  Gen.  H.F,  McCulloch's  First 
Texas  Division,  assembled  October  of  1861  but  in  an  early  engagement  they 
lost  their  mounts  and  became  Fitzhughs  Regiment  of  Dismounted  Cavalry. 

The  muster  rolls  show  your  grand  father  as  2ndo  Lt.  C.S.  Duming  and  also 
include  K.J.  Tolbert  2ndc  Lt.,  who  was  the  father  of  Oscar  Tolbert  -  The 
future  husband  of  Etta  Hinton  -  your  mothers  sister.  Oscar  Tolbert  died  in 
1520  and  Etta  later  married  Bob  Paxton. 
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The  Dui'ning  Family 

The  l6th,  went  thru  basic  training  at  Canip  Reeves  -  located  between  Sherman 
and  Vihitesboro  -  and  were  here  released  from  State  service  into  the  Confed“ 
erate  army.  Fr^Dm  here  they  moved  to  the  Arkanj;as  border  and  probably  savi 
battle  at  Cross  Hollows,  Prairie  Grove  and  Cain  Hill,  marching  late  in 
the  year  to  Van  Huron,  then  into  Louisiana,  on  to  Vicksburg  and  finally, 
on  June  6,  1863  Engaged  in  a  pitched  battle  at  hlilliken's  Bend.  Ln  this 
battle  Iih  v;sro  killed  (vs.  over  1000  union  forces)  and  130  wounded  inclu- 
ding  Lt.  Tolbert.  In  the  following  months  your  grandfather  moved  with  his 
unit  along  the  Red  River  as  an  anti  invasion  force. 

On  riarch  "^0,  186I|  the  Confederate  forces  were  camped  near  Pleasant  Hill, 

On  the  following  morning  the  Federal  troops  were  observed  to  bo  forming  a 
battle  line.  The  battle  covering  the  next  several  days  cost  600  Confederate 
lives  vs.  1500  for  the  union.  This  was  a  clear  victory  for  the  Southcrnei’s 
although  they  had  only  20,000  under  airnis  vs.  >42,000  for  the  Lbion.  After 
four  years  the  end  came  with  the  surrender  of  Confederate  Generals  Lee  and 
Hood.  The  men  of  Fitzhugs  Regiment  surrendered  their  arms,  were  parolled 
into  the  custody  of  their  officers  and  then  began  the  hard,  bitter  march  back 
•to  Hempstead,  Texas  where  they  were  discharged. 

Although  historians  credit  the  l6th,  with  few  great  military  exploits,  none- 
the-less  the  battles  in  which  it  participated  vfere  fierce  in  nature.  Moreover 
the  hardships  of  constant  marching  and  skirmishing  across  malarial  s*. vamps 
promoted  a  conradship  of  great  endurance,  and  no  Confederate  unit  was  prouder 
of  it*s  experiences  than  the  old  soldiers  of  the-  Sixteenth.  They  had  given 
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The  Darning  Family 

thair  all  and  had  done  as  much  as  was  Ijiunanly  possible  to  make  the  Soot}) 
an  independent  nation. 

And  now,  I  close  ray  history  of  the  DURI'IING  faraily  for  I  have  exhausted 
lay  well  of  knowledge.  I  sincerely  hope  you  like  it  and  that  it  contains 
a  few  facts  that  you  will  find  useful.  Now  I  shall  set  to  v.oi-k  ccrriplling 
a  histoiT'  of  ray  ancestors,  the  Kintons. 


Your  Cousin 
Junior 


Clifton  Hunter 
Route  #  1 

Gunter,  Texas,  1^0$^ 
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